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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow 


S IS ALL too usual with the spring migration, 
the most widespread interest and real prob- 
lems pertain to the eastern half of the con- 

tinent. In the West, migration is more stereotyped, 
the number of purely transient species is greatly re- 
duced and the thrilling and variable “waves” of war- 
blers are lacking. Thus the Northern Rockies and 
Northern Pacific Coast report a featureless migration; 
both Northern and Southern Great Plains report few 
waves,’ a poor flight of warblers. A real event was 
the breaking of the severe and long-continued drought 
in the Southern Great Plains, the Southwest and 
Southern Pacific Coast; water levels are nearly re- 
stored. The latter editor writes enthusiastically of 
fine vegetation, a show of desert flowers and abundant 
insect life, forecasting a good nesting season even 
though the spring migration was normal. In a totally 
different category was Allan Phillips’ report that in 
Arizona the migration was late and “failed to ma- 
terialize,”’ some of the rarer southern or Mexican 
species never showing up at all. 

In the eastern states and provinces, highly technical 
studies are in progress to explain various problems: 

(1) trans-Gulf migration on a large scale; (2) the 
reality of the so-called ‘‘coastal hiatus,” the broad 
belt through parts of the Gulf States which is avoided 
by the majority of transients; (3) the effects of 
weather on migration; (4) telescopic observations of 
birds passing across the face of the moon—by which 
it would appear that heavy night migration does not 
necessarily result in a ‘wave’ nearby the next day. 
Those interested should read the superb reports by 
Goldman and Watson from coastal Texas and by 
Lowery and Newman from the Central Southern Re- 
gion. No matter what may eventuate, the latter ob- 
servers have started everyone talking and thinking 
about it, and readers and students may well partici- 
pate in this fall's observations; their chances of useful 
cooperation were never so good. 

My own interest in the Northeast is even more 
specialized. For years it has been known that ‘“‘south- 
ern stragglers’ occasionally overshoot the mark and 
occur north of their usual range. Forbush was the 
first, I believe, to point out a perfect correlation be- 
tween historic southern and cyclonic storms and in- 
vasion of southern birds. I was the first to point out 
the undoubted occurrence of early or southern strag- 
glers without any southern or cyclonic storms. This 
matter is now receiving special study involving a 
highly technical meteorological analysis of weather 
maps (cold fronts, line squalls, wind directions and 
velocities). Suffice it here to report by way of sum- 
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mary that never in history have so many southern 
stragglers been recorded in the Northeast on such 
early or record dates as in the year 1952, without 
any severe cyclonic storms reaching the northern 
states. The matter obviously calls for explanation, 
which will I think be a long time in coming, as too 
many paradoxes have to be resolved. In the mean- 
time it is discouraging to read the excellent reports 
from critical southern areas, as usually no correlation 
whatever appears, the record early birds in Louisiana 
and northwest Florida having nothing to do with 
the record early birds in New England! 

Certain generalizations are clear and justified: 

1. A superb spring migration in coastal Texas 
was almost certainly due to a “steady succession of 
wet northers.”” A great wave at Rockport on April 
17 yielded a count of 1000 Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
and 2000 Indigo Buntings. Another at Cove on April 
23 produced 1000 Tennessee Warblers! There was a 
late wave again this year, on May 25. 

2. A storm on March 31, and four cold fronts, 
April 3 to 26, produced record early dates in Louisi- 
ana and northwestern Florida, which area on April 
27-28 had the greatest migration of land birds ever 
recorded there. 

3. This would appear to explain the numerous 
records of Central American birds in eastern Florida, 
and the exceptional wave of birds in southeast 
Georgia on April 27. 

4. Northward, birds ran into cool and_ rainy 
weather and were scattered (poor migration) or 
dammed up (good migration). 

5. I note a warbler wave in western Pennsylvania 
and a great wave in Ohio on May 10-11. This per- 
haps explains in part the extraordinary concentration 
of birds at Point Pelee, Ont., on May 10. 

6. Unfavorable weather damming up the birds 
perhaps accounts for the wave in Ohio on May 21-23, 
and the abundance of migrants in eastern Massachu- 
setts, May 13 to 24. 

7. The late Texas flight of May 25 perhaps ac- 
counts for the late flurry in eastern Massachusetts on 
May 29-30, as the species were mostly the same. 

Space saving requires a brutal reduction of the 
welter of rare birds reported. 

Arctic Loon.—Adult in Ontario, May 15. 

Eared Grebe.—Apparently moving eastward. Abun- 
dant in Missouri; recorded in Ohio, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts and Ontario. 

Glossy Ibis —Numerous wandering birds: Massa- 
chusetts (four times), Lake Ontario, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Ohio. 
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Geese.—Good flight throughout the continent. 


Brant noted inland in Massachusetts, Vermont and 
Quebec. 
Ducks.—Good numbers except in eastern New Eng- 


land. Increase of Wood Ducks reported. 

Turkey Vulture.—Rapid increase in southern New 
York and in Massachusetts. 

Shorebirds —Good flight in New Jersey. Golden 
Plover northeastward in spring to Virginia, Mary- 
land, New Jersey, Massachusetts (four times). Hud- 
sonian Godwit increasing; noted in Florida (May 
23), coastal Texas (April 23 to May 10, up to 75), 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, South and North Dakota 
and Michigan. 

Iceland Gull.—At Key West, Fla., to late May. 


Mourning Dove.—Rapid increase in Massachu- 


setts. 

Black-whiskered Vireo. Observed in Louisiana and 
northwestern Florida. 

W’arblers.—Heavy flight of Tennessee, Cape May 
and Bay-breasted Warblers. Bachman’s Warbler re- 
corded at New Orleans on May 14. 

Bobolink.—2500 in South Florida and the Keys, a 
great flight. 

Brewer's Blackbird.—Noted east to Illinois (and 
last fall in Maryland). 

Painted Bunting.—Collected on Long Island, N. Y., 
May 28. 

Lawrence's Goldfinch.—Breeding in Arizona. 

Lark Bunting.—Far western invasion to Arizona. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow.—Trapped and banded at 
Easton, Pa., June 3-9. 





REGION 


REPORTS 


Spring Migration 


April 1 to May 31, 1952 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
entire spring was cool and rainy, with no marked 
warm spells and with a phenomenal scarcity of favor- 
able southwest winds for 
migration. March was 
backward, and _ barring 
stragglers the early birds 
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vanced the vegetation. It 
was also a rainy month without any marked migratory 
waves. May was another most puzzling month for ob- 
servers; it was again cool and rainy, every week-end 
being spoiled by bad weather. There were only three 
warm nights with southwest winds; there were great 
waves on May 20, 24, 29 and 30. The belated sum- 
mer residents trickled gradually in, May 7-30. The 
first mixed flock of warblers came in on a northwest 
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wind on May 17 and continued to do so to the end 
of the flight. Any prediction became impossible, and 
as Mr. G. W. Cottrell, Jr., said, you have to try it 
every day. The lingering of great rarities proved 
clearly the damming up of migration. The net result 
was a veritable flood of migrants, the greatest year in 
eastern Massachusetts since 1917, a notably cold and 
backward spring. Ordinarily migrants avoid the south- 
eastern coastal plain, but Charles Wood writes me 
of an unprecedented flight near Providence, R. I., and 
Guy Emerson tells me it was once in a lifetime on 
Martha’s Vineyard. Curiously enough Messrs. Gunn, 
Bagg, and Parker called for help on a special research 
project on early southern stragglers in The Auk. 
Never in history have so many southern stragglers 
shown up in New England on such remarkable early 
dates, without any severe local storms. It requires re- 
writing the season entirely, departing from the usual 
form. 

Loons and Grebes.—Marked spring flight of Red- 
throated Loons and Red-necked Grebes, the former 
nesting commonly on Anticosti Island, Que. (C. E. 
Addy). 

Geese.—Fine flight of Canadas. As usual a few 
Snows and very few Blues. A flock of 7 White- 
fronted Geese at Framingham, Mass., on March 8 and 
9 is unprecedented (Jenkins and several others). 

Ducks.—No good flight of any regular species; 
most, particularly poor. Drake European Teal in 
Rhode Island (Wood) and West Newbury, Mass., 
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April 6 (Snyder and Halbergs). 

Hawks.—Splendid flight near Boston and record 
flight over Mt. Tom, Mass. (Mrs. Elkins). 

‘Shorebirds—Very poor at Newburyport, Mass., ex- 
cellent at Monomoy, Mass. on May 30. The usual 
Dowitcher flight collapsed. At least 4 Golden Plover 
were at Newburyport, some in full breeding plumage. 

Land Birds: 1) Poor flight of late April species 
such as Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, kinglets, Solitary 
Vireo, Myrtle and Yellow Palm Warblers. 

2) Winter stragglers. Brown-capped Chickadee 
(Moon Is., Mass., May 30, S. Higginbotham). Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks remained common into May. Pine 
Grosbeak, straggler in April. Red Crossbill nested 
successfully and raised young at Gloucester, Mass., 
(D. Snyder ef al.). Townsend's Solitaire, 1 in Neu 
Brunswick, January to April, photographed (Squires). 
Yellou-headed Blackbird, adult 2 arrived at Somer- 
set, Mass., Feb. 22 with flock of cowbirds and re- 
mained to March 4 at feeding station of Miss Mabel 
Procter (many observers). 

3) Warblers. Unprecedented flight of Cape Mays 
throughout the State, also Bay-breasted. Tennessee, 
remarkably common, exceeded only in 1917. 

4) Southern species, scarcer than usual this spring: 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Blue- 
winged Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Hooded 
Warbler and Orchard Oriole. 

5) Southern or tropical wintering species arriving 
on unprecedented early dates in New England. Least 
Flycatcher, April 18; White-eyed Vireo, April 27 
(Charles Crain); Warbling Vireo, Rhode Island, 
April 22 and 24, spec. (Clement); Golden-winged 
Warbler, April 27 (Argues); Yellow Warbler, April 
23 (Morgan); Black-throated Blue Warbler (Nan- 
tucket, April 20, Andrews); Bay-breasted Warbler 
(Rhode Island, May 3; Nahant, May 4, Crain); Or- 
chard Oriole (adult Chatham, Cape Cod, April 
19, Griscom). 

6) Other southern stragglers—( Massachusetts un- 
less otherwise indicated). Snowy Egret at Nantucket 
(April 6-13, Andrews), South Shore (2 in late 
April), Plum Island (late May), Monomoy (May 
30). Louisiana Heron at Nantucket (April 6, An- 
drews). Glossy Ibis at Chatham (2 on April 20), 
Provincetown, Wayland (Allen Morgan), and in 
New Brunswick (2 on May 7, Squires). Purple Galli- 
nule, Monomoy (March 30, and picked up dead on 
the 31st, L. Smith and Warden). Black Vulture, one 
shot at Stoneham. Barn Owl, nesting at Belmont and 
Ipswich. Chuck-will’s-widow, one in Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery, Cambridge, May 11 to 13 (50 observers). 
Red-bellied W ood pecker, Duxbury (March 1 to 18, 
found dead, spec.). Acadian Flycatcher, 1 singing ¢ 
in Belmont, June 4 (F. Elkins and Griscom). Pro- 
thonotary Warbler, Block Island, R. I. (April 15, 
Bagg); in Massachusetts at least 4 reports, 1 remain- 
ing 5 days in Cambridge. Worm-eating Warbler, at 
Cambridge (Bob Paine, May 13) and Nahant (May 
20, Crain et al.). Cerulean Warbler, 2 in Rhode Is- 
land, May 4; Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, May 
13 to 17. Yellow-throated Warbler, Martha's Vine- 
yard (1 singing ¢, May 24, Guy Emerson). Ken- 
tucky Warbler, at least 4 times near Boston, Milton 


(Charles Walcott), Topsfield (Foye), West Newbury 
(Halbergs), Plum Is. (Brookline Bird Club). Sum- 
mer Tanager, Rhode Island (2 times), Nantucket and 
Martha’s Vineyard (late April dates), and Maine 
(spec. received). Scarlet Tanager, Nantucket (April 
20). Blue Grosbeak, Nantucket (92, May 4, An- 
drews); and South Duxbury ad. ¢, April 28). In- 
digo Bunting, numerous records from April 15 on, 
from Rhode Island, Martha's Vineyard, south shore 
of Boston Bay, and Nova Scotia (May 8, Tufts).— 
LupLow GriscoM, Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—April 
opened in the vicinity of New York City with an 
average temperature of 17° above normal on the 
first day. Then followed 
a period of usual temper- 
atures up to the third 
week which was extreme- 

‘ ly warm. On 5 consecu- 
on \ tive days the maximums 
were over 70°, 81° on 
the 20th. Rainfall was 
over 21/ in. above normal. 
The heaviest winds were 


(a ‘ SE. May temperatures 
SF» Pele \ were about normal but 
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HARTFORD® Y . ends in April and May 

P \ PONT were without rain. At 
"NEES woes, Cooperstown, N._ Y., 


April was clear but cool 
and May very wet and 
cold. In northern Vermont early April was cold with 
rain and snow, this was followed by a period of 
warm, dry weather with strong winds. This was suc- 
ceeded by a prolonged term of cold and wet days; 
snow fell in the mountains as late as May 16. In 
the southern section the foliage was well advanced 
before the heavy migration had started but farther 
north the conditions for observations were much 
more favorable. Waves of migrants were more pro- 
nounced in the southern areas than they were in the 
north. The most pronounced wave occurred in May 
between the 8th and the 10th; the next based on num- 
bers, was between May 23 and 25. On eastern Long 
Island, N. Y., no May waves were apparent and but 
few warblers were seen (R. Latham). At Holyoke, 
Mass., an extremely heavy warbler flight passed over 
between midnight and 3 a.m. on May 29; by day. 
light all had disappeared (A. M. Bagg). Arrivals 
were about 10 days late at Cooperstown, N. Y., and 
waves were poorly defined (N. P. Hill). The heaviest 
warbler migration in the extreme north of New 
Hampshire was on May 17 and 18 (F. T. Scott). 
Near Seven Islands, Que., the first real influx of 
migrants was on May 28 and 29, and warblers were 
arriving in some numbers on June 6 (M. Campbell). 

Loons.—A Pacific Loon in breeding plumage was 
at Berkshire, Mass., on April 6 associated with a 
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Common Loon. On April 13 a similar lcon was on 
Laurel Lake, Lee-Lenox, Mass. (RID). 

Cormorants to Herons.—-During a heavy easterly 
storm on May 13 there were 13 Double-crested Cor- 
morants seen on First Lake of the Connecticut Lake 
chain in northern New Hampshire (FTS). The 
earliest Am. Egrets reported were 2 on the Hudson 
River marshes 3 miles north of Hudson, N. Y., on 
May 12 (G. R. Cooley). Several Am. Egrets and 8 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons were seen at Jones 
Beach, L. I., N. Y., on May 18 (J. J. Elliott). In 
Connecticut 1 Am. Egret appeared at Glastonbury 
on May 22 (L. J. Whittles). The first Snowy Egret 
was reported at Lawrence, L. I., on April 28. A 
Glossy Ibis was seen on the Ellisburg marshes, Ellis- 
burg, N. Y., at the east end of Lake Ontario on 
June x GL. E. Wilson). 

Ducks and Geese.—In general the spring flight of 
waterfowl was good, particularly in the Champlain 
and the Connecticut River valleys; in northern Lake 
Champlain the duck flight was a week early (R. H. 
Minns). The migration of Canada Geese was re- 
ported as heavy in all sections except at Coopers- 
town, N. Y.; the maximum numbers recorded in 
New York and New England were on March 31. An 
increase of Wood Ducks and Ring-necks was gen- 
erally reported. In early April several Whistling 
Swans were on the Ellisburg marshes, Lake Ontario, 
N. Y. (J. B. Belknap). There were several records 
of Brant migrating through the interior; 11 on Lake 
Champlain at Burlington, Vt., April 5 (Marion L. 
Smith, R. Lavaillee) ; 24 at Pittsfield, Mass., May 18 
(Hendricks) and 520 on the lower Moisie River 
near Seven Islands, Que., on June 1 (MC). There 
has been an increase in the frequency of reports 
of Snow Geese. At Moria in northern New York 1 
was found dead in a trap (M. Nichols); on March 
30, on Culvers Lake in northern New Jersey, 40 
were seen; they have been frequent in the Champlain 
valley; in the Connecticut River valley in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts there are 6 reports between April 
2 and 8, some flocks numbering 200 (S. A. Eliot, 
LJW, Olive Rhines). On Lake Success, L. I., 14 
were found on April 27 (J. Mayer). At Ausable 
Point on Lake Champlain, N. Y., a ¢ Barrow’s 
Golden-eye was a part of a large flock of diving 
ducks. It was frequently driven about by ¢ Ameri- 
cans (T. A. Lesperance). Another ¢ Barrow’s was 
at S. Egremont in western Massachusetts, March 31 
to April 2 (Ruth I. Derby). 

Vultures and Hawks.—There has been a _ heavier 
vulture migration than has occurred in other years. 
On March 21 a Turkey Vulture was seen at Niantic, 
Conn. (OR). Ten miles north of Watertown in up- 
per New York a Turkey Vulture was found dead in 
a trap on May 1 (JBB). At Sheffield, Vt., great 
numbers of vultures assemble in a ravine at sunset, 
often as many as 32. On March 29 and 30 a Black 
Vulture was seen among them, it was seen again on 
April 10. The hawk migration was poor—poorest in 
5 years in the Green Mountains of Vermont (A. M. 
Decker). A Broad-winged Hawk was reported at Mt. 
Holyoke, Mass., March 22 (Frances Crews). Later 
there was some Broad-wing migration in the Con- 
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necticut River valley beginning April 17; between 
300 and 400 were seen on April 27 (SAE). A 
Golden Eagle was seen at Pittsfield, Mass., on April 
27 (Miss Schumacher); 1 at Hadley, Mass., May 3 
(Bartlett, Nutting) and another at Scranton, Pa. 
(Scranton B.C.). There were but few Bald Eagles 
reported. On the shore of Lac Tremblante, Terrebonne 
Co., Que., an adult Bald Eagle was seen perched 
although the lake was still ice-bound. It is presumed 
that the bird was feeding on the remains of deer for 
the wolves are numerous in the section (H. O. 
Reid). Pigeon Hawks were rare inland, 1 at Salis- 
bury, Vt., March 23 (Elizabeth Ball); another at 
St. Albans, Vt., May 24 (N. St. Jacques). At North- 
ampton, Mass, between April 20 and May 3 there 
were 5 seen (D. H. Crompton). 

Grouse and Rails—The only Spruce Grouse re- 
ported were 2 on the lower Moisie River, Que., on 
May 21 (MC). No further increase is noted in 
Ruffed Grouse so it may be that they have reached 
the peak of a cycle. King Rails were not  infre- 
quent, they were noted in April at Lawrence, L. I, 
and at Franklin, N. J. In May at Glastonbury, Conn., 
and Longmeadow, Mass. Both Yellow and Black 
Rails were seen at Lawrence, L. I., April 19 (Mayer, 
Rose). Several reports of Florida Gallinules in Ver- 
mont: 1 at Burlington, April 29 (MLS); 4 at Lake 
Bomoseen on May and 2 at Swanton, May 24 
(both EB). 

Shorebirds to Alcids—Piping Plover arrived at 
Orient, L. I., March 19 (R. Latham) and 2 at Lyme, 
Conn., March 21. At the eastern end of Lake On- 


tario, N. Y., the first was seen on April 20 
(JBB). Black-bellied Plover were numerous and 
several hundred were flocked at Great Marsh in 


western Connecticut on May 4 (Betty Long). On 
Lake Champlain at Burlington, Vt., there were 27 
Ruddy Turnstones on May 30 (RL, NStJ). Wood- 
cock were not plentiful but are reported as increasing 
at Pittsburg, N. H. (FTS). At Brandon, Vt., one 
was still giving its flight song on May 30 (EB). 
There was a fair flight of Wilson’s Snipe; on April 
8 at Northampton, Mass., 10 were counted (SAE); 
16 at Burlington, Vt., April 19 (RL); several were 
in the swamp at West Rutland, Vt., April 15 (EB). 
The snipe reached the vicinity of Seven Islands, Que., 
on May 13 (MC). There are only scattered reports 
of Upland Sandpipers; 2 at Lamington, N. J. April 
27 (Carol Davis); an early record was from Mon- 
tauk, L. I., March 28 (Fischer). The White-rumped 
Sandpiper, an uncommon spring migrant in the East, 
was reported at Pittsfield, Mass., May 28 (SAE) 
and at Pelham Bay, N. Y., May 22 (P. Buckley). 
Two Curlew Sandpipers were at Jamaica Bay, May 2 
(JJE) and 2, perhaps the same birds, at Pennsylvania 
Flats nearby on May 18. Near Lawrence, L. I, a 
Pomarine Jaeger was noted on May 25 (J. Bull). 
There were several reports of white-winged gulls at 
rather late dates. One Glaucous Gull was at Burling- 
ton, Vt., April 9 (RL) and 23 on Comeau Bay, Que., 
May 8 (MC). Iceland Gulls were noted at Hadley, 
Mass., on March 17 and at Northampton, Mass., 
April 23 (SAE). Black Terns are rather uncommon 
migrants in spring near the Atlantic coast; those rec- 
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ords we have are 2 at Ashley Falls, Mass., May 13 
(Bailey); Parsippany Lake, N. J., May 14 (CD); 
Burlington, Vt., May 17 (RL) and Hatfield, Mass., 
May 18 (Nutting). The only alcids reported were 
10 Black Guillemots and 1 murre at Franquelin, Que., 
May 8 (MC). 

Doves to Swifts—Mourning Doves were recorded 
as early as March 13 at Northampton, Mass.; and at 
Burlington, Vt., were seen on April 27 (RL, 
NStJ). A definite increase in the numbers of these 
birds is reported in northern New Jersey (Dorothy 
Pallas). In the perimeter area of the Green Moun- 
tains of Vermont the doves show a continued increase 
(AMD). Yellow-billed Cuckoos were numerous in 
southeastern New York (Rockland Co. Aud. Soc.) 
and in northern New Jersey as well. At Glastonbury, 
Conn., the numbers were well up (LJW). An early 
Long Island record was 1 on April 19 at Manhasset 
(J. Ricks). To the north, in western Massachusetts 
and in Vermont these cuckoos were scarce and late. 
The Black-billed Cuckoo was scarce throughout. Owls 
were few. A Barn Owl appeared at S. Hadley, Mass., 
on April 10 at the site where this species nested last 
year (SAE). The only Snowy Owl record was from 
Greenfield, Mass., March 3 (Weeks). A Short-eared 
Owl was seen at New Paltz, N. Y., on March 25; 
this is the first local record for the species (R. Pyle). 
Whip-poor-wills were early. At Lake Mohonk near 
the Catskill Mountains 1 was heard April 22, the 
earliest record in almost 30 years (D. Smiley). They 
had reached Nyack, N. Y., on April 20, a week 
earlier than any previous records indicated (Eliza- 
beth Fox). At West Hartford, Conn., the first was 
heard on April 23 (French). Earliest reported 
Com. Nighthawks were at Wood-Ridge, N. J., May 1 
(DP). Swifts were many and early. Five reached 
Middletown, Conn., on April 19 and hundreds came 
in on April 25 (LJW). There was a remarkable uni- 
formity in the arrival date throughout the entire 
southern part of the region. On May 6 a heavy flight 
was recorded at Burlington, Vt.; 700+ were counted 
(RL). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows. — Pileated 
Woodpeckers continue their slow increase. Migrating 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers reached Becket, Mass., 
March 22, an early date (RID), and Burlington, Vt., 
April 3 (RL, EStJ). The only record of the Three- 
toed Woodpecker was from the Moisie River, Que., 
May 15 (MC). An extremely early Eastern King- 
bird was seen in Van Courtlandt Park, New York 
City on April 6 (P. Buckley). The Crested Flycatcher 
at Mt. Tom, near Northampton, Mass., on April 20 
was early (Riedel). East. Phoebes came in late March: 
on the 17th at Lamontville, N. Y., near the Catskill 
Mountains (H. Dunbar) and on March 20 at Deer- 
field, Mass. (Harris, Norman). In general the num- 
bers of Empidonax flycatchers were down but the 
flight of Yellow-bellied Flycatchers in northern New 
Jersey was good (A. E. Eynon). A Traill’s Flycatcher 
was reported as early as May 15 at Northampton, 
Mass. (SAE) and a Least Flycatcher was at Sun- 
derland, Mass., on April 25 (Bullis). On Staten 
Island, East. Wood Pewees were unusually numerous 
and arrived early (Mathilde Weingartner). Tree 


Swallows reached Portland, Conn., and E. Brook- 
field, Mass., both on March 22 and within a week 
the flight was heavy. It was not until May 19 
that they were first seen near Seven Islands, Que. 
Rough-winged Swallows were plentiful. A great con- 
centration of swallows occurred at Boonton Reser- 
voir, Boonton, N. J. On May 14 the estimated num- 
bers there were 3000 Barn, 500 Tree, 500 Cliff and 
300 Bank (J. Baird). On the preceding day the con- 
centration was reported as even heavier. At Canaan, 
Conn., 35 Cliff Swallows were seen on May 13 (A. 
A. Saunders). 

Jays through W'rens.—The Blue Jay migration was 
very heavy; at Orient, L. I., hundreds passed through 
almost daily between April 22 and May 30 (R. 
Latham) ; in Berkshire, Mass., 100+ were seen mi- 
grating, May 17 (L. Griscom). The only Brown- 
capped Chickadees reported were 1 on April 18, 
Burlington, Vt. (MLS) and 5 near Seven Islands, 
Que., on May 15 (MC). A Tufted Titmouse was 
reported from Bridgeville, Sullivan Co., N. Y., on 
May 11. It is very rare there (K. D. Niven). The first 
record for this titmouse in the Catskill Mountains, 
N. Y., was made in early May (R. Lethbridge, F. 
Hough). Red-breasted Nuthatches were numerous in 
migration, particularly in the southern part of the 
region; this continued into the second week of May. 
Winter Wrens, too, were plentiful; in the central 
Green Mountains of Vermont the flight between 
May 5 and 8 was described as almost a wave (AMD). 
Bewick’s Wrens were reported from Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., on April 15 to 18 (Carleton, 
Grant) and at Croton, N. Y., May 8 (L. L. Walsh). 

Mockinghbirds through Vireos——The Mockingbird 
that wintered at Glastonbury, Conn., disappeared 
about April 1 (LJW). Several reports of Mocking- 
birds were received from Sullivan County, N. Y., 
between April 21 and May 1 (KDN). Wood 
Thrushes are increasing at the northern limit of 
their range; 13 were seen at Burlington, Vt., on 
May 15 (RL). Olive-backed Thrushes were unusually 
common in migration except at Montreal but the 
Gray-cheeked Thrushes were scarce. The only Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers reported were at Seaford, L. I., 3 
on April 28 (Morgan). Golden-crowned Kinglets 
were numerous, particularly at Montreal (L. Mcl. 
Terrill). Northern Shrikes were few but there were 
numerous reports of Loggerhead Shrikes in western 
Massachusetts between March 9 and April 13. The 
Common Starling was unusually scarce around Mon- 
treal, Que., during the winter; a few returned on 
March 17 and 18 but 1000 or more came in on 
March 22 (LMcIT). An extremely early Yellow- 
throated Vireo was seen at Roslyn Park, L. I., on 
April 6 (E. T. Hennelly, P. H. Gillen, Jr.) ; another 
early record was April 23 at Nyack, N. Y. (Ruth 
Steffens). This species was found at Adamsville, Que., 
on May 16 (C. C. Sait). 

Warblers —The reports of Prothonotary Warblers 
have been many; the earliest was a 6 from April 23 
to 29 at Springfield, Mass. (SAE); another ¢ was 
at Monticello, N. Y., May 4 (KDN). At Easthamp- 
ton, Mass., one was seen April 27 (fide BL), a sing- 
ing & near Sussex, N. J., June 8 (Wolfarth and 
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others), 1 at Riverhead, L. I., May 22 (R. Latham) 
and an undated record from Staten Island, N. Y. 
(MW). The status of this species may be changed 
from that of a casual visitor in this area. A Worm- 
eating Warbler was at Mt. Tom, Mass., May 13 to 
17 but was not seen again (SAE). Golden-winged 
Warblers were reported in Vermont, 1 at Rutland, 
May 27 and 2 at West Haven, May 31 (EB). Of the 
hybrid warblers a Brewster's was seen at Ringwood 
State Park, Ringwood, N. J., May 10 (S. Waldron) 
and a Lawrence's at Glastonbury, Conn., May 10 to 
15 (L]W and others). Other reports of this form 
include 1 at Scarsdale, N. Y., May 18 to 24 (K. 
Harte). There were some very early records of the 
Parula Warbler: 1 at Wantagh, L. I., April 16; 1 
at Nyack, N. Y., April 19 (R. F. Deed) and 1 at 
Sunderland, Mass., April 25 (Bullis). There have 
been several reports of Cerulean Warblers, a singing 
bird was seen at Philipsburg, Missisquoi Co., Que., 
on May 24 by several members of the PQSPB and 
the identification was later confirmed on the 31 by 
G. H. Montgomery. One occurred at South Egremont, 
Mass., May 24 (AMB). A pair was again at the 
Greenbrook Sanctuary on the New Jersey Palisades 
and another pair was near Sussex, N. J., on June 8 
(Wolfarth). A Yellow-throated Warbler was seen 
in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y., April 23. Another 
was reported from Orient, L. I., April 23 (Mrs. 
Douglas Knox). Warblers that were more numerous 
than usual were the Cape May, the Blackburnian, the 
Bay-breasted, the Black-poll and the Black-capped. A 
Louisiana Water-thrush was at New Hampton, N. H., 
on April 20, another on the 24th. (Wallace). An 
additional report from north of the generally ac- 
cepted range was from Walpole, N. H., April 25 
(Brainard). Two Vermont records of the species are 
West Rutland, April 27, and Chittenden, May 18 
(EB). The only Kentucky Warbler reported in the 
region was at Riverdale, N. Y., May 25 (John Kie- 
ran). Mourning Warblers were relatively numerous. 

Finches.—The Cardinal continued its northward 
extension, 12 on April 16 and a ¢ on May 18 at 
Monticello, N. Y. (KDN). The 4 that wintered at 
Amherst, Mass., disappeared about April 19. There 
were several reports of Cardinals appearing in sec- 
tions of southwestern Connecticut where they have 
not been formerly found (BL). The Indigo Buntings 
started to come through early, some in mid-April, 
and the individuals were numerous. A 4 Painted 
Bunting was picked up dead at East Hampton, L. [I., 
May 28 by R. Holmes; it was presented to the Ameri- 
can Museum in New York. Evening Gros- 
beaks remained in the southern half of the region 
until the last week of May. At Ridgewood, N. J., a 
2 was seen carrying twigs on May 14 (C. K. 
Nichols), a procedure without nesting significance. 
A 4 House Finch was trapped and banded on May 
20 at Monticello, N. Y. (KDN). Pine Grosbeaks 
moved out of the southern part of the region about 
April 1; the latest date was April 22 at Mt. Tom, 
Mass. (Frances Elkins). A European Goldfinch 
visited a feeder in Fairfield, Conn., on April 22 (R. 
Williamson). Migration of Slate-colored Juncos was 
heavy and concentrated. At Burlington, Vt., on April 
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18 and 19 literally thousands passed through (RL, 
NStJ), the flight was also reported as very heavy in 
the Green Mountains, Vt. (AMD). At Seven Islands, 
Que., large flocks of juncos started to pass through, 
May 15; the flight lasted three days (MC). An Ore- 
gon Junco was seen at Rutland, Vt., on May 1 (EB), 
The migration of White-crowned Sparrows was 
heavy; at Rawdon, Que., on May 17 and 18 hundreds 
passed through the vicinity (I. A. McLaren). On June 
3 a Golden-crowned Sparrow was trapped at the band. 
ing station of A. E. Conway near Easton, Pa. Before it 
was released the bird was seen by many interested ob- 
servers.—CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American Museum of 
Natural History, New York 24, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—In the 
northern section of the region late April was like 
summer, bringing a rapid development of vegetation; 
but a cold, rainy 
May delayed mi- 
gration. In eastern 
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round-up 12 
groups listed 239 
species, with one 
group listing 208, 
and David Cutler 
personally record- 
ing 176. 

Loons and Grebes.—There were many high counts 
of Common Loons in the District of Columbia area 
during April, with 50 on April 26 at Point Lookout, 
Md. (John Terborgh). An Eared Grebe was observed 
at Barnegat Inlet, N. J., on March 21 by R. S. Thor- 
sell and Steve Hopkins. 

Anhinga, Herons and Ibises—One of the finds of 
the season was a female Anhinga on May 5 at Stumpy 
Lake, Norfolk, Va. (W. F. Rountrey). A Louisiana 
Heron at Stone Harbor, N. J., was first seen on April 
11 by W. B. Wright, and 4 were seen on April 12 at 
Point Lookout, Md. (JT, R.R. Kerr). There were 
several Glossy Ibis records: Spring Grove, Pa., found 
on May 26 by Joseph Lewis and seen the next day by 
T. R. Hake; Rio Grande, N. J., April 14 (WBW); 
and 2 at Tinicum, Philadelphia, Pa., April 13 (How- 
ard Donaghy). On May 25, Robert W. Smart, Jim 
Baird and Bob Bates discovered an adult Cattle 
Egret (Ardeola ibis) in full breeding plumage at 
West Cape May, N. J. This bird and a second in- 
dividual without plumes were watched by Potter on 
June 3; from 7 to 7:45 p.m. they both followed cows 
around, picking up insects; then they flew off to the 
east. 

Swans and Geese.—Four Whistling Swans at Gra- 
sonville, Md., on May 18 (F. C. Cross), were two 
weeks later than any previous record for that area. In 
the northern and central part of our region there was 
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a fine flight of Canada Geese. About 200 Am. Brant 
were observed at Tuckerton, N. J., as late as May 23. 
Birds of Prey.—A Swallow-tailed Kite at Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia, first observed by E. S. Weyl and 
apparently a first record for the county, was the most 
exciting find in this group of birds. John Stasho saw 
single Goshawks on four occasions during the spring 
at Broad Mountain, Silver Creek, Pa. (fide M. 
Broun). M. W. Hewi reports that the Virgil 
Wrights saw a Bald Eagle swoop down and kill a 
guinea-fowl near their home in Caroline Co., Md. 
~ Rails —Clapper Rails were reported in unprece- 
dented numbers along the New Jersey coast. Perhaps 
northeast storms and high tides made them more con- 
spicuous than usual. 

Shorebirds.—Weather conditions along the New 
Jersey coast in May caused shorebirds to pile up in 
enormous numbers. There were several spring records 
of Golden Plover: 7 at Bombay Hook, Del., April 
19 (William Yoder, M. F. McLenigan); one at 
Fortescue, N. J., on March 11 (Edward Reimann, 
R. F. Miller); and one seen at Chincoteague Island, 
Va., on May 10 by a party led by Miss Dorry Loesges, 
and again on May 11 by Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Power 
(fide F. C. Cross). Edward Manners saw thousands 
of Ruddy Turnstones at Fortescue on May 24, N. J. 
McDonald saw 750 Black-bellied Plovers on May 18 
and 19 near Bennett, N. J. Hordes of Dowitchers 
and Red Knots were reported during the third week 
of May. An Am. Oyster-catcher and 8 Pectoral Sand- 
pipers were seen at Tuckerton, N. J., on March 30 
(Frank McLaughlin); and 15 Pectorals at Pedrick- 
town, N. J., on April 7 (Charles Price). A Ruff, 
found at Pedricktown on March 22 by R. W. Smart, 
Robert Bates and Bert Murray, remained for about 
10 days and was seen by many others. Frank Van 
Sant found a Curlew Sandpiper at Tuckerton on May 
23. Four Willets were seen at the same place on 
March 30 by I. Zeidman. J. K. Merritt saw a Red- 
backed Sandpiper at Alexandria, Va., on April 20. 
Ten Purple Sandpipers were observed at Ocean City, 
Md., May 16 (P. A. Dumont). C. E. Stevens found 
3 White-rumped Sandpipers along James River in 
Buckingham Co., Va., on May 16. 

Murres.—A Brinnich’s Murre was seen at Avalon, 
N. J., om May 11 by Lawrence Corn and D. R. 
Coman. 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—The now rare Red- 
headed Woodpecker was only reported three times 
during the season in the northern part of the region: 
one on the D.V.O.C. ‘Round Up’; one at Atsion, 
N. J., May 10 (Richard Darby); and one found dead 
by a road near Berlin, N. J., May 10 (C. E. Stasz). 
The Olive-sided Flycatcher was recorded 4 times in 
May at Hawk Mountain (MB); on May 17 in 
the Pocomoke Swamp, Md. (PAD), on May 17 
at Arlington, Va. (RRK) and on several dates in the 
Philadelphia area. Two Traill’s Flycatchers were seen 
at Arlington on May 17 (RRK). 

Vireos and Warblers.—Mrs. Hewson Michie saw 
several Philadelphia Vireos at Charlottesville, Va., 
May 19 to 21. In the northern section the warbler mi- 
gration was long drawn out and unsatisfactory; but 
Broun reported a heavy flight at Hawk Mountain, 


with 25 species and thousands of individuals on May 
11; and there was a moderately good flight in the 
Washington area, with the Bay-breasted unusually 
common. Of the semi-rare warblers perhaps the most 
numerous in the northern section was the Tennessee. 
An Orange-crowned Warbler which had wintered at 
Moylan, Pa., was last observed on April 10 (CP). 
R. J. Beasley had first records for the Newport News, 
Va., area for three warbler species: a Golden-winged 
on May 2, and a Bay-breasted and a Canada on May 
i]. 

Blackbirds to Sparrows.—Boat-tailed Grackles, 4 
males and a female, discovered along the shore of 
Cumberland Co., N. J., on March 29, gave every in- 
dication of breeding (FM). The Baltimore Oriole 
was seen for the second year in the Newport News, 
Va., area on May 4; and on May 6G a Scarlet Tanager 
was reported there (RJB) and at Norfolk (WFR) 
A Summer Tanager, seen at Ardmore, Pa., on April 
23 by Horace Groskin, was trapped and banded on 
May 1. One was seen by Rex Thomas, ef al., at Rich- 
boro, Pa., on May 4, and 2 near Bristol, Pa., on May 
6 by Charles Maphis. In the Washington area 682 
Evening Grosbeaks were banded during the winter 
and spring. The last seen there was on May 17, and 
the last for our whole region was noted on May 24 
at Hawk Mountain (MB). Stasho saw 18 Pine Gros- 
beaks at Broad Mountain, Silver Lake, Pa., on March 
12, and 28 on March 25. Purple Finches were late 
leaving New Jersey, 1 being seen on May 22 at River- 
ton by Mrs. Harvey Moore. Two Red Crossbills were 
found near Manhawkin, N. J., on March 23 (FM), 
and 3 at Harrisville, N. J., on April 23 (Charles 
Nichols). White-crowned Sparrows, usually 1 or 2 
at a time, were more frequent than usual during mid- 
May.—JULIAN K. PoTTER, 437 Park Ave., Collings- 
wood, N. J. and J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexing- 
ton, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—- 
April and May were near normal over the region. The 
minor temperature departures were generally upward 
with an equal- 
ly general but 
small rainfall 
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was recorded in 
the lower Pied- 
mont of South 
Carolina, April 
8. By April 22, 
the upper Pied- 
mont of North 
Carolina was re- 
cording tempera- 
tures of 90°. Spotty pressure areas in May produced 
abnormally high winds and possibly account for an 
increase in shorebirds noted inland. White-rumped 
Sandpipers, seldom seen in the interior, were found 
at Greensboro, N. C., and Atlanta, Ga. Unrelated 
but noteworthy is the first Georgia breeding record 
for the Spotted Sandpiper. Migration generally, was 

















late, but some species of warblers which in spring 
usually pass by to the west of this region, were noted. 
In southeastern Georgia the greatest warbler wave 
recorded locally occurred, April 27. Evening Gros- 
beaks terminated their winter visit in early May. 

Grebes through Ibises—Departures were regular 
in most cases. A single Horned Grebe at Beaufort, 
N. C., May 25, was rather late (Paul J. Kramer). 
At Greenfield Lake, Wilmington, N. C., 2 Pied-billed 
Grebes were watched on May 19. They have been ab- 
sent from that area during the summer since 1946 
(Mrs. Cecil Appleberry). At Charleston, S. C., 2 
White Pelicans were observed carefully in a small 
flock of Browns along the Mt. Pleasant shore of the 
harbor, May 18, by Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Horlbeck. 
Records of this species at Charleston are scarce. An 
Am. Bittern was noted at Greensboro, N. C., May 4 
(John A. McLeod, Jr., and party). A wading Glossy 
Ibis was studied at length near Charleston, S. C., 
June 1 (Ellison Williams). 

Geese and Ducks—A flock of 81 Blue Geese flew 
northward over the marsh separating St. Simon’s from 
Sea Island, Glynn Co., Ga., about 5:30 a.m. on April 
22 (Frederick V. Hebard). Mr. Hebard wrote that he 
had had unverified reports for several years that Blue 
Geese were wintering in St. Andrew's Sound, just to 
the south of this location. Five Blue-winged Teal 
seen near Clemson College, S. C., April 13, by Dr. 
W. P. Van Eseltine, et al., were rare. Rare also, was 
an Am. Golden-eye at Spartanburg, S. C. This bird 
was observed over a period of several days prior to 
and including April 9 (Gabriel Cannon and Harold 
Correll). A flock of 20 White-winged Scoters flying 
in loose formation off Caswell Beach, N. Ks April 
19 (Dr. T. W. Simpson), was noteworthy. They are 
more frequent as fall migrants. 

Hawks.—Marsh Hawks were still present at Coler- 
aine, SE Ga., May 18 (Hebard), and a Pigeon Hawk, 
a rare migrant in the Atlanta, Ga., area was noted 
there, April 12 (William W. Griffin). 

Shorebirds—An unusual concentration of shore- 
birds for continental Camden County, Ga., contained 
10 Ruddy Turnstones, May 18 (R. G. Kuerzi & 
Hebard). At Atlanta, Ga., W. W. Griffin located the 
first nest of the Spotted Sandpiper to be recorded for 
the state of Georgia, June 1. On April 24 a flock of 
14 White-rumped Sandpipers visited the private lake 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh L. Medford, Greensboro, 
N. C. Also at Greensboro, 3 of these birds were seen 
on May 4 ( J. A. McLeod, et al.), and at Wilming- 
ton, N. C., 1 was found on May 3 (Mrs. Appleberry, 
et al.). At Atlanta, Ga., 4 of this species were seen 
on May 17, and 1 of them was collected by W. W. 
Griffin; this being the second record for the area. An 
unusually large number, as many as 70, Least Sand- 
pipers were counted in two locations near the muni- 
cipal airport, Atlanta, Ga., May 11, thought to have 
been brought down by bad weather following the 
passage of the cold front of the 10th (Griffin). A 
Stilt Sandpiper was seen at Wilmington, N. C., May 
3 and 6 (Dr. and Mrs. Don Stroud, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Appleberry). Also at Wilmington, 2 Black- 
necked Stilts on May 1, and 1 on May 3 and May 6, 
were studied at Smith’s Dairy mudhole by the Apple- 
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berrys, Strouds, Mrs. Mebane, Dr. Horsval, ef al. One 
of these birds remained until May 12. Near Charles. 
ton, S. C., Ellison Williams watched 2 Black-necked 
Stilts, June 1, at the same location at which he ob- 
tained in 1938 the first breeding record for South 
Carolina. 

Gulls.—Ring-billed Gulls attracted newsmen at 
Greensboro, N. C., when 69 flocked to a drive-in 
theater for spilled pop-corn and spent several days 
there, including April 27 (J. A. McLeod, Jr.). 

Cuckoos through Kinglets—At Spartanburg, S. C., 
a Black-billed Cuckoo was reported, May 9 (Gabriel 
Cannon). A Whip-poor-will at Wilmington, N. C., 
feigning a broken wing on April 28 was unusual 
(Dr. Don Stroud). At Coleraine, Ga., the early de- 
parture of Eastern Phoebes was noted (Burch). A 
single Tree Swallow was sighted with a flock of 
Rough-wings at Winston-Salem, N. C., April 26 (Dr. 
T. W. Simpson). Two Cliff Swallows at Wilming- 
ton, N. C., April 26, were very unusual (Robert 
Holmes and party). A Short-billed Marsh Wren ex- 
hibited a “good close-up view’ on April 26 at 
Winston-Salem, N. C. (Dr. and Mrs. T. W. Simp- 
son). A Hermit Thrush at Greensboro, N. C., was 
rather late, May 4 (McLeod). Ruby-crowned King- 
lets were seen at Columbia, S. C., through April 26 
(Mrs. W. H. Faver and Mrs. Clyde Sisson); at 
Winston-Salem, N. C., April 25 (R. H. Withering- 
ton, ef al.); and at Raleigh, N. C., April 26 (D. L. 
Wray, ef al.). 

Warblers.—Four Prothonotary Warblers at Greens- 
boro, N. C., May 4, are noteworthy (McLeod). At 
Wilmington, N. C., Cecil Appleberry located a 
Swainson’s Warbler, April 26. A Worm-eating War- 
bler at Charlotte, N. C., May 10, was unusual (Nor- 
man A. Chamberlain). At Columbia, S. C., Mrs. 
Faver noted a surprising absence of Black-throated 
Blue Warblers this spring, but found ‘Cape Mays 
and Black-polls everywhere’ by May 3. A warbler 
wave of April 19 in southeastern Georgia contained a 
Blackburnian, the third Coleraine record (Hebard), 
and on April 27 another strong wave brought a 
Worm-eating Warbler, the first in the spring for 
many years in Camden County, Ga. (Kuerzi). Also 
noted by the same observer in that locality, April 27, 
were Blue-winged and Canada Warblers. The second 
and first Camden County records, respectively. A Cape 
May Warbler at Atlanta, Ga., April 12, was a bit early 
(Griffin and Robert Parks). Also at Atlanta a Bay- 
breasted Warbler, not common as a spring migrant, 
was recorded on May 3 and 10 (Griffin). At Wash- 
ington, N. C., Prairie Warblers arrived as early as 
April 5 (Mrs. James L. McLaurin). By April 21, 
Northern Water-thrushes had reached Coleraine, Ga., 
and “thousands of them were seen and heard migrat- 
ing over water—St. Mary’s to Snapper Banks in a 
northwest direction, May 10° (Burch and Hebard). 
A Louisiana Water-thrush was noted by the same ob- 
servers as late as May 20. A single Kentucky Warbler 
was found at Wilmington, N. C., April 12 (Apple- 
berrys), and 2 were seen there on May 24 (Mrs. 
Theron Wasson). At Henderson, N. C., Mrs. A. W. 
Bachman and party watched a Canada Warbler on 
May 4. 
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Orioles through Finches —Baltimore Orioles were 
at Spartanburg, S. C., May 3 (R. E. Rupp), and at 
Eastover, S. C., May 2 and 5 (Mrs. Faver). Also at 
Fastover, Painted Buntings arrived as early as April 
25 (Mrs. Faver and Mrs. Sisson). Evening Grosbeaks 
ended their remarkable 1951-52 sojourn on May 4 at 
Rocky Mount, N. C. (J. W. E. Joyner); and May 7 
at Chapel Hill, N. C. (C. D. Beers). Purple Finches 
were last noted at Chapel Hill, April 20, and Pine 
Siskins in numbers up to 20 at a teeder, May 4 (both 
Ww. L. McAtee). Am. Goldfinches were last seen at 
Coleraine, Ga., May 14 (Burch). Slate-colored Juncos 
on May 4 at Greensboro, N. C., were rather late 
(McLeod). White-throated Sparrows were at Green- 
ville, S. C., as late as May 3 (P. M. Jenness). They 
were seen at Chapel Hill, N. C., May 2 (W. L. Mc- 
Atee).—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The northern part of the 
region enjoyed slightly excessive rainfall until the 
middle of April, but suffered a considerable deficiency 
during the next six weeks. 
Water levels were not af- 
fected. In South Florida, 
the lack of normal rain- 
fall continued throughout 
the spring, the _ total 
deficiency since Jan. 1 
amounting to 11.43 inches. 
Temperatures averaged 
about normal in the re- 
gion. 

Migration.—Apparently 
no waves of warblers oc- 
curred this spring as compared to 1951. Small flocks 
of Prairie and Palm Warblers (Western) were noted, 
but other warblers did not appear in their usual num- 
bers. Key West experienced an influx of Catbirds. 
Most remarkable was the extremely heavy movement 
of Bobolinks. 

Pelicans. —White Pelicans in considerable numbers 
remained in the Cape Sable area late in May. At 
Durdin’s ditch, 25 were counted, May 19; 26 at 
Gibby Point, May 21 (Wm. Robertson) and 46 at 
Durdin’s ditch, May 10 (Dennis Paulson). Brown 
Pelicans began nesting at Stake Key, Florida Bay, in 
mid-April. A small unnamed key west of Barnes Key 
supports a group of nesting birds. These are new lo- 
cations for breeding Brown Pelicans in the Everglades 
National Park (Charles M. Brookfield). 

Gulls and Terns.—Known in the region from only 
one previous record, and never so far south, an Ice- 
land Gull appeared at Key West; first reported but 
not identified by Mrs. Frances Hames, in April, it 
was recognized by Allan D. Cruickshank a few weeks 
later. The bird was still present at the Key West 
docks, May 30. Late in North Florida were a Bona- 
parte’s Gull at Shell Point, May 23 (ADC), and 
single Roseate Terns at Alligator Point, Feb. 16, and 
at Dog Island, March 22 (Henry M. Stevenson). 

Ducks.—Unusually late at St. Marks Light, were 
Green-winged Teal, May 5-21; and Am. Widgeon, 
Gadwall, Pintail, Shoveller, and Redhead, May 28. 




















Apparently summering, a Ring-necked Duck was seen 
daily on the Wakulla River through May 20 (ADC). 

Hawks.—Two completely fledged Red-tailed 
Hawks, birds of the year, were seen at Long Pine 
Key, Everglades National Park, May 25. This may 
be the most southerly breeding locality reported for 
this species (WR). 

Shorebirds —Worthy of note were 10 Hudsonian 
Curlews at Durdin’s ditch, May 18, and a Long-billed 
Curlew, loc. cit., May 19 (WR). First North Florida 
record was a Hudsonian Godwit at Shell Point, May 
23 (ADC). Unusual for the locality and date were 
Upland Sandpiper near Shell Point, April 18 (John 
L. DeLime) and May 4 (ADC); White-rumped 
Sandpiper, 2 seen, 1 collected at Lake Jackson, May 
15; and Stilt Sandpiper, at Wakulla Beach, April 12 
(Randels, fide HMS), and at St. Marks Light, May 
7 (ADC). A White-rumped Sandpiper in Miami, 
May 21, and 3 on May 13, were rare for the locality 
(DP). 

Cuckoos and Anis.—Yellow-billed Cuckoos were 
numerous in coastal migration south of Tallahassee 
from April 7 (JLDeL) to May 29 (HMS). Two new 
Smooth-billed Ani nests were located in the seed 
clusters of Royal Palms of South Bay, March 20 (L. 
M. Hardy). 

Flycatchers.—Early in North Florida, a Gray King- 
bird arrived at St. James Island, April 12 (HMS), 
and a Western Kingbird at St. Marks Light, May 6 
(Thorps, fide HMS). Very rare migrants were an 
Olive-sided Flycatcher at Heron Lagoon, Sarasota, 
March 28 (Wm. B. Kip) and at Wakulla River, May 
24 (ADC). Both birds were heard as well as care- 
fully observed. 

T hrushes.—Olive-backed Thrushes were noted, one 
at Paradise Key, April 30 (WR); 2 at Miami, April 
29 to May 1 (DP); and at St. Marks Light, April 
27 and May 2 (JLDeL). A Gray-cheeked Thrush was 
seen at Paradise Key, April 30 (WR); at Fairchild 
Gardens south of Coconut Grove, May 10 (Louis A. 
Stimpson) ; at Miami, May 12 (DP); and at Natural 
Bridge near Tallahassee, May 25 (ADC). 

Kinglets and Waxwings.—A very late record for 
South Florida was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Para- 
dise Key, March 12. Cedar Waxwings in remarkable 
numbers appeared in the Paradise Key—Long Pine 
Key area, Everglades National Park for over a month, 
March 6 to April 14; the maximum number, 86, was 
on March 10 (WR). Twenty-seven were observed at 
Matheson Hammock, south of Coconut Grove, May 
10 (LAS). 

Vireos—A Warbling Vireo, rare migrant in 
Florida, was identified in Miami, April 9 (DP). A 
Solitary Vireo, at Paradise Key, March 25; 8 records 
of Red-eyed Vireos, Joc. sit., April 14 to 23, mark 
the first recorded occurrence in the Everglades Na- 
tional Park. An early Black-whiskered Vireo arrived 
at Big Pine Key, April 11 (WR). 

Warblers —Unusual observations for their respec- 
tive dates were Worm-eating Warbler, Ligneum Vitae 
Key, March 29; Bear Lake Road, May 4 (WR); at 
Miami, April 7 to 26; at Paradise Key, April 20 
(DP); 1 in song at Matheson Hammock, April 29 
(LAS); and 1 seen at Dog Island, North Florida, 
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April 19 (HMS). Two Orange-crowned Warblers at 
Ligneum Vitae Key, March 29, were very late for 
South Florida. A Kentucky Warbler, always a rare 
migrant, was seen at Big Pine Key, April 11 (WR), 
and another at Paradise Key, April 20; 2 Hooded 
Warblers were observed at Miami, April 6 to 7, and 
1, Joc. sit.. April 9, 16, 17 (DP); several were re- 
ported from Key West, March 27 (Gordon O'Neal, 
fide FH). Two Yellow Warblers (Cuban Golden) 
were heard singing, May 8, and occasionally since 
near Key West (FH). 

Bobolinks—A remarkable number of migrating 
Bobolinks passed through South Florida, mainland, 
and Keys, this spring. South of Long Pine Key in the 
glades, the greatest concentrations were reported: a 
single flock estimated at 2500 birds together with 
many smaller flocks, May 13. Extreme dates in the 
area were April 19 to May 14 (WR). 

Grosheaks and Grassquits—Most unusual on the 
Florida East Coast were a male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak on Key Biscayne, April 18 (LAS), and 1 
along the Bear Lake Road, Cape Sable, May 3 (W. 
G. Atwater, fide LAS). A truly remarkable occur- 
rence, the first on the Florida mainland, was the ob- 
servation of a Melodious Grassquit at Matheson 
Hammock, May 11. This singing bird was studied at 
a distance of 20 feet by a group of Dade Ornitholo- 
gists (LAS, DP). 

Sparrows.—Perhaps the latest record of a Swamp 
Sparrow in the southern part of the region occurred 
along the Tamiami Trail, May 4 (LAS); the most 
southerly record of a Chipping Sparrow, an adult in 
full plumage, was in the glades south of Long Pine 
Key, May 2 (WR). A (Nelson's) Sharp-tailed Spar- 
row was apparently the second report for South 
Florida, when seen near the Tamiami Trail, April 20 
(LAS). CHARLES M. BROOKFIELD, National Audubon 
Society. 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami 32, Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Speaking very generally, the weather this season 
was dry, and a little milder than usual over the 
region as a whole. 
The ice went out of 
Pimisi Bay on April 
22 and Thunder Bay 





on April 23. Prin- 
cipal interest cen- 
tered on the level 


of the lower lakes, 
Lake Ontario on 
May 28 reaching a 
record high for 100 
years (2 feet above 


the average May 
level for the past 
10 years). Break- 


waters at Toronto 
were awash even on 
calm days. 
Concentrations. —One of the heaviest migrations of 
small birds witnessed by this compiler in 30 years 
occurred at Point Pelee, Ont., on May 10, the roads, 
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bushes, trees and beaches literally swarming with 
birds. Thirty observers from Ann Arbor, Buffalo, 
London and Toronto, pooling their lists after sun- 
down, compiled 154 species on the 3 square miles of 
the Point covered during the day. Most common 
species were White-throated Sparrows (20,000), 
White-crowned Sparrows (12,000), Myrtle Warblers 
(1000), Veeries (500), Black-throated Green War- 


blers (400), Oven-birds (300), Catbirds (200), 
Palm Warblers (200), Chestnut-sided Warblers 
(200), Rose-breasted Grosbeaks (100), Am. Red- 


starts (100), Blackburnian Warblers (100), North- 
ern Water-thrushes (100), Black and White War- 
blers (100), and Olive-backed Thrushes (100). 

Loons, Grebes.—The first report of the Arctic 
Loon on the Great Lakes came from Toronto, May 
15 (a summer-plumaged adult among 8 Common 
Loons and 2 Red-throated Loons at Frenchman’s Bay, 
Toronto, seen by Budd Knapp, Lister Sinclair and 
James Baillie). A summer-plumaged Eared Grebe 
was seen on May 4 at Morgan’s Point, Welland Co., 
Ont., by Bernard Nathan, Harold Axtell, ef al. A 
large concentration of Horned Grebes (500) was 
witnessed at Long Point, Norfolk Co., Ont., April 
6 by R. W. Trowern. 

Geese, Ducks.-—The maximum number of Canada 
Geese at Oak Orchard Swamp, western New York, 
this season, was 15,000 on March 23 (Winston 
Brockner). A fiock of 60 Gadwall at Bradley's Marsh, 
Lake St. Clair, Ont., on April 17 was of interest 
(Fred Helleiner), as was a northern record of Wood 
Duck at Kirkland Lake, May 17, by the same ob- 
server. The number of Red-breasted Mergansers at 
the top of Point Pelee reached 2000 on April 11 
(Harold Lancaster). 

Am. Woodcock.—A report from Dr. Albert Allin 
at Fort William, Ont., indicates that these birds were 
absent from haunts where they have been relatively 
common, normally. 

Owls.—Evidence of a spring flight of Saw-whet 
Owls came from the Lake Ontario shore at Roches- 
ter, N. Y., where Barry and Listman counted 10 
birds on April 1. 

Swallows.—A heavy concentration of Tree Swal- 
lows (700) was noted at Smith’s Falls, Ont., on 
April 28 by Philip Du Boulay. The first record of the 
Rough-winged Swallow from the Lakehead came 
from Dr. Allin (2, Fort William, May 24). 

Chickadees. Nuthatches—aA very heavy flight of 
Black-capped Chickadees occurred at Fort William, 
May 13 and 14 (Allin). Strangely enough, those 
observed on the evening of the 13th were moving 
southwest. The only other movement reported was 
just beyond this region, at South Bass Is., Ohio, 
where Milton Trautman observed a group of 20 fly- 
ing north on April 26, and another group of 12 the 
following day, among a flight of Blue Jays. Numer- 
ous Brown-capped Chickadees wintered in swamps 
and around feeding stations all the way from Ottawa 
to Windsor, leaving in April. The only May record 
was one at Pont Pelee on the 9th (Riseborough). 

Vireos, W'arblers—Rarely seen in Canada was a 
Bell’s Vireo identified at Point Pelee, May 11, by 
Ronald Scovell. There is an old specimen from De- 











tr 


x2 D> 


. oy 





™m "TF 


Af 6 ee — oO” oo” 2a 9 


mm Op 


= SO eS Oe RL 





troit and previous sight records at Toronto and Long 
Point, in Ontario. Harold Reeve saw a Prothonotary 
Warbler at Port Britain, east of Toronto, May 17, 
and on May 28 Chandler Robbins noted a Golden- 
winged Warbler 8 miles east of the western edge 
of Hastings County, Ont. 

Blackbirds, Finches.—Three rarities were Yellow- 
headed Blackbird at Orwell, Ont.. May 1 (James 
Robertson), 2 Leconte’s Sparrows at Point Pelee, 
May 10 (Don Savery) and Harris’s Sparrow at 
Kirkland Lake, Ont., May 23 (Helleiner)—JAMEs 
L. Battie, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology and 
Palaeontology, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—AIl three spring 


months were damp and rather cool in the Appalachian 
Region 


Rainfall surpluses and temperature defici- 
encies built up, but there were no 
severe storms or late frosts, so 
spring phenomena proceeded very 
much as usual. At Morgantown, 
W. Va., it rained on 15 consecu- 
tive days in May. Waves of mi- 
| gration were not much in evidence, 
semsesrou? | although Clarke, at State College, 
‘wgd4 reported marked warbler move- 
ments on May 12 and May 18. It 
was possible to make extensive 
bird lists on almost any day be- 
tween April 25 and May 20. 

The meeting of the Wilson Or- 
nithological Club at Gatlinburg, 
Tenn., in April focused the atten- 
tion of bird students on the Ap- 
palachian Region. It brought together more observers 
from the Appalachian area than had any previous 
gathering. Every state within the scope of this report 
was represented, to the mutual advantage of the area's 
bird students. 














Loons through Herons.—The spring was not marked 
by any large flights of loons or grebes. A Common 
Loon at Lake Terra Alta, W. Va., on April 27 was 
late (George Hall). The same observer found a 
Horned Grebe in full breeding plumage at Reeds- 
ville, W. Va., on April 28. A single Red-necked 
Grebe was noted on Cheat Lake, Monongalia Co., 
W. Va., on March 23. Double-crested Cormorants 
at Huntington, W. Va., on April 20 (Ralph Ede- 
burn) and at State College on May 3 (Miss Alice 
Latimer) were unusual for the neighborhoods. 

Near Knoxville, Tenn., J. C. Howell reported an 
Am. Egret on May 2, and 2 Yellow-crowned Night 
Herons on May 21. The latter record suggests the 
possibility of local breeding for these birds, espe- 
cially since Max Carpenter has found them breeding 
farther northeast in the Great Valley of Virginia in 
recent years. Hall found a Least Bittern at the Lee- 
town Fish Hatchery, Jefferson Co., W. Va. on 
May 25. 

Ducks, Geese and Swans.—Since most of the lakes 
and rivers were free of ice throughout the winter, 
ducks in scattered flocks were present as spring 
began. They were not, however, concentrated as dur- 


ing the previous winter. The Huntington, W. Va., 
observers listed 19 species of ducks during spring, 
the best find being a European Widgeon under ob- 
servation for several days around March 8 (Edward 
Seeber and others). Buffle-heads were particularly 
common in the Morgantown area, and Redheads were 
present in good numbers. 

Clarke reported a better than usual waterfowl 
movement through the State College neighborhood. 
Several flocks of Whistling Swans were noted be- 
tween March 17 and 21. Near Huntington, Wood 
Ducks started to nest very early. The gratifying in- 
crease in this species continues. 

Hawks through Rails—Aside from an unusual 
number of Pigeon Hawks reported, the spring hawk 
flight was notably poor. Brooks and others saw 2 
Peregrine Falcons flying over Andrews Bald, N. C., 
on April 11. A large roost of Turkey Vultures was 
found on April 6 at Pennsylvania Furnace, Pa. 
Ruffed Grouse, Bob-white and Turkeys all wintered 
well. Due to an exceedingly wet May, wildlife man- 
agement men are concerned over the nesting success 
of these game birds, particularly the Ruffed Grouse. 
Since grouse are now at, or near, the peak of their 
cyclic abundance, we may expect sharp declines in 
their numbers in the near future. A flock of Bob- 
whites which fed each day at the writer's station 
numbered 19 birds, and apparently survived the win- 
ter without the loss of a single individual, since the 
number was constant until the spring break-up. 

Florida Gallinules were reported more widely than 
usual. Birds at the Leetown Hatchery, W. Va., on 
May 25 may have been nesting. Two Virginia Rail 
nests were found by Charles Ely near Bellefonte, Pa., 
on May 18. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns—W. C. Legg has 
called attention to the absence of Woodcock from 
many of their accustomed breeding areas, an observa- 
tion confirmed by other observers. Wilson’s Snipe 
were also missing from many localities through which 
they commonly migrate. An Upland Sandpiper, rare 
in the locality, was noted near Knoxville, Tenn., on 
April 4. Smaller sandpipers were unusually numer- 
ous, several records of Red-backed Sandpipers in full 
spring plumage being notable. A White-rumped 
Sandpiper at Damascus, Ohio, on May 17 (Roy 
Booth) was unusual for the region. 

There were more than the usual number of spring 
records for Black-bellied Plovers. The wet May 
created many favorable habitats for shorebirds of all 
kinds. Huntington, W. Va., observers found in that 
locality a Baird’s Sandpiper, very rare in West Vir- 
ginia. Clarke commented on the numbers of Pectoral 
Sandpipers in the State College area. 

Ring-billed Gulls were noted by Legg and others 
in localities far from any lake or river. There was the 
usual flight of Bonaparte’s Gulls through the high 
Allegheny section. Caspian Terns appeared much 
more frequently, and over a wider area, than is usual 
in spring. Seven individuals of this species appeared 
at Norris Lake, Union Co., Tenn., on April 30 
(Howell). 

Doves through Woodpeckers.—According to ob- 
servations of Marion Hundley, Mourning Doves are 
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much scarcer than usual in eastern Ohio. Cuckoos 
were very late in arriving, and have not built up to 
their usual populations in northern West Virginia. 
Some persons attending the Wilson Club meeting 
had the privilege of hearing a Saw-whet Owl in the 
Great Smokies at the extreme southern breeding sta- 
tion for this species. There is general comment by 
observers on the scarcity of Ruby-throated Humming- 
birds. 

Flycatchers through Nuthatches.—Alder Flycatchers 
were noted by Hall and others in late May on both 
the Maryland and West Virginia sides of the Potomac 
River. If these were breeding birds, they had not 
previously been recorded from the area. Legg com- 
ments on the appearance of a pair of Common Ravens 
at Mt. Lookout, W. Va., a species not recorded from 
the neighborhood for many years. Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were rather common throughout the spring. 

Thrushes through Tanagers.—Most of the thrushes 
were late in arriving. Water Pipits were unusually 
abundant. As has been noted, warblers drifted 
through for the most part, not appearing in heavy 
waves. A Swainson’s Warbler was located in Cade’s 
Cove, Tenn., on April 28 (Fred Scott). This was 
near the point of local discovery for this species by 
J. T. Tanner in 1950. Connecticut Warblers at Knox- 
ville, Tenn. (Howell), and Abingdon, Va. (Rus- 
sell), were noteworthy. Palm Warblers were un- 
usually numerous in the Morgantown territory. This 
was another big year for Tennessee Warblers, the 
birds being abundant until about May 25. Summer 
Tanagers appeared in the Morgantown area for the 
first time this May. They are seemingly still extend- 
ing their range northward. 

Evening Grosbheaks—During the spring of 1952 
the Evening Grosbeak irruption continued to ‘make 
the headlines” in the Appalachian Region. These col- 
orful birds attracted wide attention, started many per- 
sons on a bird-feeding program, and were the sub- 
ject of numerous news articles and letters in local 
papers. Feed and hardware stores became highly con- 
scious of this, since their stocks of sunflower seed 
were sold out time after time. 

Even the last days of their stay in the region were 
spectacular. On May 5, Robert Birch saw a flock esti- 
mated to contain 800 individuals near Cranesville, 
Preston Co., W. Va. The birds lingered at Gatlin- 
burg, Tenn., into early May (Arthur Stupka); at 
Harriman, Tenn., until April 27 (Mrs. E. M. West) ; 
at Blacksburg. Va., until May 14 (S. M. Russell) ; 
and at State College, Pa., until May 21 (W. S. 
Clarke, Jr.). Merrill Wood estimated that at least 
400 individuals spent the winter and spring in the 
State College neighborhood. 

Other Finches.—In southwestern New York Pine 
Grosbeaks were almost as much in evidence as were 
Evening Grosbeaks. They spread southward into 
Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, Maryland, West Vir- 
ginia, and Virginia, although southern records were 
for scattered individuals. At State College, Pa., 6 
were noted by Bruce Dowling on March 13, the last 
record of the season. Due to an almost complete 
failure of the spruce and fir cone crop, this was not 
a good year for Red Crossbills. Three male White- 
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winged Crossbills were seen by Ward Sharp near 
State College on May 13, the first late-spring record 
for this species in about ten years. Blue Grosbeaks at 
Huntington, W. Va., and other localities indicate a 
northward and westward spread of this species. Pine 
Siskins were abundant in Tennessee during April. 
The birds fed habitually on the seeds of Sweet Gum 
trees. Hundley and others saw Lapland Longspurs at 
Morgantown in April. 

The editor for the Appalachian Region received 
his usual seasonal report from W. C. “Bill” Legg. 
On the envelope the postmaster at Mt. Lookout had 
penciled a note that Mr. Legg had been killed in an 
automobile accident a short time after the letter was 
mailed. ‘Bill’ Legg was a remarkable self-taught 
naturalist, a tireless field worker who was interested 
in every living thing. More than any other person, 
he was responsible for our understanding of the Ap- 
palachian population of Swainson’s Warbler. He was 
a faithful correspondent for these reports, and in his 
untimely passing there is the loss of a fine field ob- 
server and a good friend—Mavrice Brooks, West 
Virginia University, Morgantown, W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—Spring 
came very early this year. March was colder and wet- 
ter than usual. Many weather records were broken 
—r in April. The 

: Minneapolis 
Weather Bu- 
reau reported 
that 92° on 
April 29 set a 
new all-time 
high for that 
month. There 
were 15 days 
of clear weath- 
er, a number exceeded only in 1926 when there were 
17. April was the third driest in 62 years. In lower 
Michigan the latter part of April and first part of 
May were unusually warm with temperatures in the 
80's. These high temperatures and very little pre- 
cipitation seemed to deter ‘migration waves.” At 
Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Germfask, Mich., 
“the weather so far this year has been mostly won- 
derful.”” May continued warm and dry. 

Loons and Grebes—Common Loons were first 
noted on April 18 at Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 
Germfask, Mich., but were believed to be fewer in 
number than usual (C. J. Henry). Common Loons 
were observed near St. Paul on April 12 (A. C. 
Rosenwinkel). Red-necked Grebes were reported at 
Manitowoc Co., Wis., April 10 (Myron Reichwaldt) 
and Zilwaukee, Saginaw Co., Mich., on April 26 
(Eugene Kenaga). Horned Grebes were observed on 
March 30 at New Buffalo, Berrien Co., Mich. (L. H. 
Walkinshaw). Pied-billed Grebes were first seen in 
Jackson Co., Mich., on April 11, and a nest con- 
taining an egg was found on April 26 (Bob Cornell, 
Walkinshaw ). 

Herons.—Great Blue Herons appeared on March 
13 at Mud Lake, Jackson Co., Mich. (Walkinshaw), 
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and March 22 at Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich. (Dale 
A. Zimmerman). An unusual report was that of an 
Am. Egret seen near Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co., 
Mich., on March 30 (Mrs. J. K. Walsh and Mrs. 
Gladys Hall). 

Swans.—A Whistling Swan was seen from April 
24 to 27 at Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmer- 
man); 5 were on Muskegon Lake, Muskegon Co., 
Mich., on March 23 (Walkinshaw) ; 46 at Wabascon 
Lake, Calhoun Co., Mich., on March 25 and 26 
(Ralph Nye); and 13 on March 30 near Kalamazoo, 
Mich. (Walsh and Hall). At Seney Refuge in north- 
ern Michigan, 3 Whistling Swans were seen on May 
13 and one on May 17. Whistling Swans frequented 
the bottomlands near Shakopee, Scott Co., Minn., dur- 
ing migration. Twenty were seen on April 8, on 
April 11 this number had increased to 83 and on 
April 12 there were over 100 (Bob Janssen). From 
80 to 85 Whistling Swans were seen near Empire, 
Dakota Co., Minn., on April 11. These had all left on 
April 13 (H. G. Heggeness). At Duluth, Minn., they 
were first seen on April 14 (Joel Bronoel). Whistling 
Swans first arrived in northwestern Minnesota at 
Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Holt, on April 
20 (Robley W. Hunt). 

Geese.—Canada Geese were first seen at Mud Lake 
on March 20 (Hunt) and at Imlay City, Lapeer Co., 
Mich., they were first noted on March 13 (Zimmer- 
man). Several small migratory flocks were seen quite 
late in spring in Michigan, a flock of 54 in Eaton 
Co., on April 17 and one of 38 in Barry Co., on 
April 18 (Walkinshaw). At Seney Refuge, Germfask, 
Mich., the first Canada Geese appeared on March 12, 
and the first young were already hatched on May 13! 
About 12 White-fronted Geese, a species not often 
seen in this region, were observed near St. Paul, 
Minn., on April 10, along with a small flock of (Les- 
ser) Snow and Blue Geese. At Mud Lake Refuge, 
Minn., considerable flocks of Snow and Blue Geese 
arrived late, between April 27 and May 5 (Hunt). 
At Seney Refuge in northern Michigan, no Snow 
Geese were seen and only one Blue Goose, that one 
on April 8 (Henry). 

Ducks.—Near Kalamazoo the usual heavy concen- 
trations of ducks were absent during migration, al- 
though nesting numbers were as usual (Hall). Near 
Battle Creek most ducks appeared during the last 
week of March (Walkinshaw) and at Seney Refuge 
in northern Michigan a “wave” of ducks arrived on 
April 9 (Henry). Am. Widgeon were very common 
near Battle Creek, Mich., between April 11 and 
April 27 (Walkinshaw) and were first seen at Seney 
Refuge on April 21 (Henry). A Green-winged Teal. 
an uncommon transient in Michigan, was reported 
from Imlay City, Lapeer Co., on April 19 (Zimmer- 
man); they were first seen on April 8 at Seney 
Refuge in northern Michigan where they are believed 
to be breeding (Henry). The early spring has caused 
early nesting of ducks as reported by several observers 
and “One unusual aspect was the exceptionally large 
percentage of mated pairs at time of arrival’? (Hunt). 
At Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn., Black Ducks were 
rare; Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, Blue-winged Teal, 
Shoveller and scaup showed considerable gain; Am. 


Pintail, Wood Duck and Ring-necked numbers were 
low (Hunt). At Seney Refuge, the duck population 
appeared to be about the same as last year. No Can- 
vas-backs were seen and a single Redhead remained 
from May 4 to the end of the month (Henry). At 
Shakopee, Scott Co., Minn., most types of ducks 
were common during the last two weeks of April, 
with diving ducks most abundant (Janssen). 

Hawks.—At Imlay City, Mich., hawks drifted 
through during March and no concentrations were 
noted. Turkey Vultures were first observed on March 
23, Red-tailed, Red-shouldered and Sparrow Hawks 
on March 1 (Zimmerman). Cooper's Hawks wintered 
at Baker Sanctuary (Walkinshaw). There are at least 
3 known nests of the Bald Eagle at Seney Refuge, 
Mich. (Henry). Near St. Paul—Minneapolis, Minn., 
the main hawk migration was observed the last few 
days of March and first week of April. 

Grouse.—At Seney Refuge, Mich., Greater Prairie 
Chickens appear to be at “rock bottom,” but Sharp- 
tailed, Ruffed and Spruce Grouse were present in 
good numbers (Henry). 

Cranes and Rails—Sandhill Cranes arrived on 
March 8 at Baker Sanctuary, Mich. (Walkinshaw), 
and April 4 at Seney Refuge, Mich., where there 
seems to be a slight increase (Henry). Virginia and 
Sora Rails were first seen on April 12 in Jackson Co., 
and 2 Yellow Rails on April 12 in Calhoun Co., 
Mich. (Walkinshaw ). 

Shorebirds—Near Kalamazoo, Mich., there were 
fewer shorebirds than in many years. High water and 
slow recession in flooded fields was a probable reason 
for their absence. Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe were 
more abundant than last year (Hall). One Hudsonian 
Godwit was seen near Saganing, Arenac Co., Mich., 
and 26 Hudsonian Curlew at Zilwaukee, Saginaw 
Co., Mich., both on May 24 (Kenaga). Near St. 
Paul, Minn., several small flocks of Red-backed Sand- 
pipers, as well as Pectoral, Solitary and Spotted Sand- 
pipers were seen as early as May 3 (Rosenwinkel). 
Five Black-bellied Plover were reported at Imlay 
City, Lapeer Co., Mich., on May 17 and 18 (Zim- 
merman). This was Zimmerman’s first record of the 
species in Lapeer County. 

Gulls and Terns.—Glaucous Gulls remained 
throughout the winter near Duluth, Minn. (P. B. 
Hofslund). Two Caspian Terns were noted near St. 
Paul, Minn., on May 10. Caspian Terns were also 
reported from Lapeer Co., Mich., 2 on April 2 and 
10 (Zimmerman) and 32 on April 17 (M. A. Len- 
gemiann). This was Zimmerman’s first record for 
Lapeer County. Black Terns were first seen in Lapeer 
Co., Mich., on May 10 (Zimmerman) and in Jack- 
son Co., Mich., on May 3 (Walkinshaw) when they 
were also reported for the first time near St. Paul, 
Minn. (Rosenwinkel ). 

Warblers—The warbler migration this year was 
sporadic, with no pronounced “waves,” probably due 
to the early warm weather. A concentration of war- 
blers appeared at Seney Refuge, Mich., on April 29 
(Henry). At Imlay City, Mich., May 22 was the 
only day any transient warblers were seen, and those 
were 8 individuals of 7 species (Zimmerman). At 
Kalamazoo, Mich., “warblers straggled through” 
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(Hall). Myrtle Warblers were seen near Minneapolis, 
Minn., as early as April 11 (Janssen). On May 10, 
Magnolia, Tennessee and Black and White Warblers 
were seen near St. Paul, Minn. (Rosenwinkel ). 
Meadoularks, Northern Finches.—-Western Meadow- 
larks were reported by 3 observers in Michigan. Fout 
singing birds were seen near Imlay City, Mich., from 
April 17 to May 25 (Lengemann and Zimmerman) 
They were seen in Schoolcraft County on April 3 
(Henry) and May 25 (Walkinshaw) and there were 
2 reports from Kalamazoo, Mich. (Hall). ‘Northern”™ 
birds remained longer this year than is usual. Near 
Kalamazoo, Mich., Pine Grosbeaks remained until 
early April and Evening Grosbeaks until late April 
(Hall). Evening Grosbeaks remained in Duluth, 
Minn., until April (Bronoel), and they were still 
present in Adams Co., Wis., on April 27 (Sam 
Robbins and Ed Peartree). Pine Siskins in a flock of 
Am. Goldfinches were seen as late as May 9 at Ann 
Arbor, Mich. (Zimmerman).—Harvey L. GUNDER- 
SON, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, Untrer- 


sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—An 
unseasonably warm February had little perceptible 
effect on migration schedules of most SPECies. The 
threshold for 
time of arrival 
can, of course, 
be lowered 
only so far by 
warm weather 
Typical weath- 
er in March 
and early April 
left observers 
with little to 


























Say about whole 
orders that pass into and through the regicn in those 
months. For example, waterfowl and hawks received 
no mention in most reports; in the others, their mi- 
gration was described as typical. Despite warmth 
considerably in excess of normal in late April and 
early May, there is general agreement that many of 
the smaller birds arrived late. Favorable winds and 
weather fronts combined to produce two great May 
waves across much of the northern limits of the re- 
gion, and the migration of small birds during that 
month was a reasonably satisfactory one. 

Loons and Grebes.—Among scattered Red-throated 
Loon reports two stand out, because of their number 
and date respectively: 5 on Lake Michigan near Gary, 
Ind., April 9 (Raymond Grow), and 1 at Chicago, 
June 3 (A. L. Campbell). More interesting was the 
appearance east of their normal range of numbers of 
Eared Grebes. At St. Louis that species considerably 
outnumbered the Horned Grebe (J. Earl Comfort) ; 
and in April central Ohio marked up its first record 
with a vengeance, when the birds built up to a total 
of 8 on a pond in Pickaway County (Donald J. 
Borror). 

Herons and Ibises.—In a season of normal activity 
in this group, one rarity appeared in Ohio: Borror 
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and others watched an Eastern Glossy Ibis 
good observing conditions on May 17. This record, 
from an Ottawa County marsh near Port Clinton, 
is the state's third or fourth. 

Cranes.—Sandhill Cranes arrived on the marshes of 
Indiana's Jasper-Pulaski Game Preserve about March 
10, and before they had moved on to their breeding 
grounds they had accumulated in early April to the 
unprecedented number of over 800. This concentra- 
tion must represent a very sizeable proportion of the 
entire population of the race of the Sandhill that 
breeds in the east north of Florida. 


under 


Shorebirds.—As usual in this region local and tran- 
sitory factors played a large role in determining the 
presence of shorebirds. Conditions at two places were 
highly favorable. With Lake Erie’s level at its high- 
est in history, wave action broke many dikes and 
there was consequent flooding of fields; small floods 
on the river system above St. Louis provided ob- 
servers at that point with the necessary mudfiats. 

Probably the most significant event was the flight 
of White-rumped Sandpipers in the last ten days of 
May; scattered birds were present in the Chicago area 
of Indiana and Illinois (Campbell, Russell Mumford, 
Charles Clark), but at St. Louis individuals were 
among nearly every flock of “‘peeps’’ and on oc- 
casions numbered as high as 30 at a spot. Casuals 
of more than local interest are Willets at St. Louis 
(record high of 12, Comfort), near Murphysboro, 
Ill. (4, April 23, Bush, fide Richard Brewer), and 
Lafayette, Ind. (1, May 13 to 15, Mumford); both 
godwits at St. Louis, Hudsonian at Des Moines, Iowa 
(May 15, Helen Peasley, fide Woodward Brown). 
Perhaps the greatest rarity reported for the season 
was a Black-necked Stilt at St. Louis, seen by many 
observers on May 3 to 4. 

Late Migrant W'aves.—In a region as extensive as 
this it is nearly impossible to find order in the 
welter of reports of small passerine migrants; often 
they are in square conflict. But two unusually pro- 
nounced waves do stand out. The earlier, May 10 to 
11, extended from northern Illinois through northern 
Ohio, producing unusually large and numerous flocks 
at South Bass Island, Ohio (Milton Trautman). A 
second great wave, moving up with southerly winds 
and good weather in the south on May 21 to 23, ran 
into a stationary front running east-west from Des 
Moines, Iowa to Chicago. In the rain and fog along 
that line there accumulated great numbers of vireos, 
warblers, and flycatchers. (There was remarkable un- 
animity concerning the abundance of flycatchers, par- 
ticularly of Olive-sideds and Yellow-bellieds.) Holly 
Read Bennett, who for six years has made a daily 
spring warbler count in Chicago's Lincoln Park, 
found concentrations higher between May 21 to 26 
than ever before in a period of comparable length. 

Chickadees.—Trautman suggests that an unprece- 
dented northward flight of Black-capped Chickadees 
across South Bass Island in Lake Erie on April 25 
to 26 may represent part of the return movement of 
the winter's invaders. The last report of the Brown- 
caps that moved into this region last November is 
from the Indiana Dunes on April 18 (2, Merrill 
Sweet, fide Grow). 








Brewer's Blackbird.—Coinciding reports of an in- 
crease of this species in the western half of the re- 
gion apparently indicate an eastward range exten- 
sion. More numerous at St. Louis than ever before 
(Comfort), Brewer's Blackbird also appeared in 
southern Illinois and has established several breeding 
colonies of as many as 10 pairs in northwest Indiana, 
where the bird has only recently been found (Grow, 
Mumford, ef al.). 

Blue Grosbeak.—Another possible trend may be 
seen in the northward occurrence of the Blue Gros- 
beak. It was recorded in May at Carbondale, Il. 
(Hilda Stein, fide Brewer), and for the first time at 
Quincy, Ill. (T. E. Musselman), and at the Indiana 
Dunes (a pair, Simon Segal, fide Grow). 

General Note.—It has already been mentioned here 
that Trautman’s analysis of the species found dead 
at the foot of South Bass Island’s 350-foot Perry 
Monument shows no relationship between the abun- 
dance of birds seen alive on the island and of those 
that die colliding at night with the monument; birds 
deemed rare are often among the most numerous of 
those found dead. A possible correlation of another 
sort now emerges: most of the dead birds belong 
to species whose normal behavior is skulking. Is it 
possible that the ground-hugging instinct carries over 
into migration to the extent that the skulking species 
fly low and are therefore more exposed to the danger 
of collision?—VAL NOLAN, Jr., 806 South Hender- 
on. Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The preced- 
ing period closed with 80-mile winds whipping in 
toward the northern shore of the Gulf of Mexico 
and _ providing 
the setting for 
of ENN another of H. 
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R. Bullis’ spec- 
tacular’ en- 
counters with 
migrants at 
sea. In mid- 
April and again 
in mid-May, 
first off the 
coast of Texas, 
then off northwest Florida, Bullis met with further 
notable flights of migrating birds. His observations, 
representing consecutively the three major months of 
northward migration and representing also the cen- 
tral, western, and eastern sections of the northern 
Gulf, made the spring of 1952 a period without 
parallel for the observation of non-pelagic birds off- 
shore. His experiences aboard the M/V OREGON, 
which have now provided more data of this sort 
than the all-time total of all previous investigators 
combined, will be brought up to date in a paper 
Bullis is now preparing. As a footnote to the Bullis 
observations, it is worthy of mention that Newman 
spent the afternoon of April 28 aboard the OREGON, 
constantly scanning the sea and sky between Pas- 
cagoula, Miss., and a point off Pass a Loutre, La., 
without seeing a single land bird outside the harbor. 














Three days before, however, L. Doherty had noted 
20-25 small birds, including a flock of 4 or 5 that 
he believed to be warblers, off Petit Bois Island, 
Miss., over the same waters. 

The storm area, in which Bullis had witnessed his 
first big Gulf flight of the season on March 31, 
moved eastward, precipitating good numbers of tran- 
sients at Pensacola, Fla. Still present there on April 
1 were 4 Barn Swallows (F. M. Weston) and a 
Scarlet Tanager (Miss L. Pate), the earliest of their 
species ever detected in that area, by 4 and 2 days 
respectively. No immediate frontal activity attended 
these events, but that afternoon a cold air mass 
moved down across Louisiana from the northwest. On 
the following day, the Scarlet Tanager showed up 
at Grand Isle, La., also (H. B. Chase, Jr.), one day 
in advance of its previous earliest state arrival date. 
The most outstanding set of record-breaking arrivals 
for Louisiana, however, was secured by the same 
observer at the same place on April 3, two days after 
the front had passed. It included: 2 Yellow-breasted 
Chats, 1 day early; 1 Canada Warbler, 2 days early; 
and 1 Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 12 days early. 

This first of the April cold fronts passed on over 
northwest Florida without further incident. It was 
rapidly followed by a second that swept due east- 
ward across the whole Central Southern Region just 
prior to the week-end, leaving in its wake a new 
series of local “earliest evers’ to be recorded on 
April 6: 1 Blue Grosbeak at Baton Rouge, La., 
days early (Mrs. J. Krebs); 1 Tennessee Warbler at 
Pensacola, 6 days early (FMW); 8 Least Terns at 
Santa Rosa Island in the same area, 8 days early 
(L. E. Goodnight). Toward the end of the following 
week, events promised to repeat themselves, as a 
third cold front moved down out of the northwest. 
Though this one became stalled on a diagonal line 
across the middle of the Region, a pronounced “‘low”’ 
developed in the southeastern corner, and April 13, 
which was a Sunday, once more produced a trio of 
notable records: Bobolink—1 male at Pensacola 
(FMW), earliest ever recorded there by 7 days; 
Cape May Warbler—1 at Bush, La. (HBC), earliest 
known for the state by 8 days, and a male and a 
female at Santa Rosa Island (FMW), the site many 
years ago of the only other recorded occurrence of the 
species in the Pensacola area. At Cameron, La., on 
that same week-end, occurred the coincidence of the 
year. There, H. H. Jeter spent 5 minutes carefully 
studying a vireo with black malar stripes at a dis- 
tance of 20-25 feet through 9X binoculars. He re- 
ported it as an aberrant Red-eyed Vireo, but a week 
later, on April 20, Weston verified the identification 
of a Black-whiskered Vireo at Pensacola, one mile 
from the spot where M. C. Farrar reported the 
species on Oct. 6, 1951—a record that Weston had 
then considered too phenomenal for inclusion in 
these columns. These occurrences are the only ones 
known in the continental U. S. outside of peninsular 
Florida. 

With the eventual passage of the third cold front 
on April 14, there were no more “lows,” no frontal 
activity, and only occasional rain for 9 uneventful 
days. Then on April 23, another mass of cold air 
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from the northwest began a slow movement across 
the Region that was not completed until the 26th. 
With the arrival of this front at New Orleans on 
the 24th, a Wilson’s Warbler and 8 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks appeared in City Park; and on the 25th, 
the transients in the groves of live oaks on Grand 
Isle included 1 Blue-winged, 4 Black-throated Green, 
3 Black-poll, and 12 Magnolia Warblers, and 3 Scar- 
let Tanagers (HBC). A census of the migrants on 
the same island on the following day by two other 
observers (R. B. and V. Lea) might be taken to 
indicate a striking overnight change in the popula- 
tion: Gray-cheeked Thrush, 12; Olive-backed Thrush, 
at least 50; Veery, at least 25; Bay-breasted Warbler, 
12; Black-poll Warbler, 2; Northern Water-thrush, 
2; Scarlet Tanager and Rose-breasted Grosbeak, each 
at least 25. At Fort Morgan, Ala., on this same date, 
Henry M. Stevenson reported the fourth Cape May 
Warbler for the region this spring as well as an 
impressive aggregation of 17 Rose-breasted Gros- 
beaks. At Pensacola, the strong northerly winds that 
sprang up behind the front on the 27th and 28th 
caused what Weston calls one of the greatest pre- 
cipitations of incoming migrants in the coastwise 
woods that he has ever seen. Olive-backed Thrushes 
were abundant; Veeries, Scarlet Tanagers, and Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks were common; and many rare 
and very rare spring migrants were represented, most 
notably the Chestnut-sided, Prairie, and Black-poll 
Warblers, and the Warbling Vireo (3rd known oc- 
currence in 36 years). 

Meanwhile, at Baton Rouge, La., dawn-to-noon 
trips each Sunday in April (RJN) had failed to pro- 
duce a single record of those transient species whose 
absence characterizes the coastal hiatus, until the 27th 
when a single Olive-backed Thrush and a single Scar- 
let Tanager were seen. On the other hand, several 
migrant species that breed in the vicinity, particularly 
the Orchard Oriole and Indigo Bunting, were present 
in numbers that far exceeded the breeding popula- 
tion. It is apparent that transient migration by tran- 
sient individuals, if not by wholly transient species, 
is a normal and visible feature of the spring bird life 
of the hiatus region even in periods of fine weather. 
Counts of migrating birds passing before the moon 
on the nights of April 8-11, however, were not im- 
pressive. The highest one-hour total in 31 hours of 
observation was only 18 birds, even though it in- 
cluded a flock of 7. In May, the Baton Rouge station 
piled up a record-breaking 110 hours of lunar ob- 
servation, covering the period of the 4th to the 19th. 
Preliminary results indicate that nocturnal migration 
reached its seasonal climax there between May 6 and 
11. Between 8 and 9 p.m. on the 8th, one telescope 
obtained a count of 164 birds, while a second scope 
about half a mile away produced a count of 160. Be- 
tween 10:25 and 10:31 p.m., following the late ap- 
pearance of the moon on the 11th, the L.S.U. campus 
station recorded no less than 29 birds in 6 minutes. 
In contrast to these results in the early evening, no 
single hour after 1 a.m. produced over 11 birds, 
though observations were continued on each date 
until dawn. It is data such as these that cause us to 
guess first that the coastal hiatus may not be a hiatus 
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in fact and second that migrants are not continu- 
ously passing overhead in great volume. It has been 
suggested instead that trans-Gulf migrants may pile 
up unseen in the inaccessible forest swampland be- 
tween Baton Rouge and the coast during daylight 
and that their next nocturnal flight may carry them 
over the southern half of the state before they again 
alight. 

There seem to have been no unusual weather de- 
velopments to account for the big nocturnal flights 
of May 8, nor did brief early morning checks (GHL) 
of the neighboring woodland reveal anything out of 
the ordinary about the numbers or kinds of migrants 
on the ground. On May 10-11, however, a stationary 
front that had been poised at the northern part of 
the Central Southern Region dropped suddenly south- 
ward, its western end making much faster progress 
than its eastern end. This development brought Baton 
Rouge records of 3 transients on the morning of the 
11th—the Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked Thrushes 
and the Oven-bird (GHL)—the only visible daytime 
effect produced by the greatest sustained nocturnal 
movements in this area's experience. 

The paradoxical, but not unusual, combination of 
a number of early arrivals with a number of late 
departures was particularly striking this spring. Not- 
ably late were: Horned Grebe—2 in full nuptial 
plumage at Pensacola, Fla., April 27 (FMW )—1 at 
Birmingham, Ala., May 10 (T. A. Imhof)—2 at 
Wheeler Refuge, Ala., May 15 (J. H. Sutherlin and 
H. H. Grammer) ; Shoveller—3 males and 3 females 
at Rafael Pass, La., May 12 (C. F. Lard and others) ; 
Redhead—1 2 5 miles west of Lakeview, Miss. (B. 
B. Coffey and Barbigs) ; Buffle-head—2 at Pensacola, 
April 6 (FMW); Peregrine Falcon—1 at Pensacola, 
May 11, latest ever recorded by 11 days (FMW); 
Golden Plover—4 (1 in partial nuptial plumage) 
5 miles southwest of Walls, Miss., May 4 (Barbigs, 
Peyton, Gill) ; Wilson’s Snipe—1 at Lakeview, Miss., 
May 4 (R. D. Smith, Jr.) ; Upland Sandpiper—6 at 
Baton Rouge, April 27 (R. and J. Krebs)—1 at 
Delta Refuge, Pilottown, La., May 4 and 5 (CFL 
and John R. Walther); Bonaparte’s Gull—9 near 
Cameron, La., April 13, 6 days late for the state 
(HHJ); House Wren—1 at Baton Rouge, April 27, 
a week late for the vicinity (RJN); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet—1 at Pensacola, April 30 (FMW)—1 in 
Legion Lake area, Miss., May 1 (M. G. Vaiden and 
others) ; Sprague’s Pipit—Gilliam, La., April 26, 12 
days late for the state (HHJ); Myrtle Warbler— 
1 at Century, Fla.. May 1 (Mrs. A. L. Whigham)— 
1 at Birmingham, Ala., May 10 (TAI); Cerulean 
Warbler—a male at Pensacola on April 27, latest 
ever recorded there by 1 day (FMW); Blackburnian 
Warbler—a female at Birmingham, May 30, latest by 
two weeks (TAI); Bay-breasted Warbler—1 at 
Shreveport, La., May 20 (HHJ); Oven-bird—1 at 
Pensacola, May 20, latest ever by 8 days—1 in Law- 
rence Co., Ala., 12 miles west of Wheeler Refuge, 
May 25 (D.C. Hulse); Purple Finch—1 at Century, 
Fla. May 1 (Mrs. ALW); Am. Goldfinch—1 at 
Century, May 9, latest ever by 6 days (Mrs. ALW). 
A late May cold front that pushed its way across the 
Region from the 18th to the 21st may have been a 
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factor in the case of some of these records. Other oc- 
currences, worthy of mention but not so closely tied 
in with the general sequence of developments, are 
given in systematic order below. 

Grebes through Ducks.—Pied-billed Grebe — 6 
adults and 3 broods at Wheeler Refuge, Ala., May 
15-20, a new nesting locality (T. Z. Atkeson and 
others); species still present again at Birmingham, 
May 30 (TAI). Gannet—1 near Ft. Walton, Fla., 
May 18 (B. M. Myers). Double-crested Cormorant 
—large young in 12 nests in Great Blue Heron col- 
ony at Clayton, Miss., first published breeding record 
for the state (BBC, RDS). Hooded Merganser—fe- 
male and 3 young at Wheeler Refuge (JHS, HHG), 
May 15, second breeding occurrence on refuge. 

Rails and Gallinules—King Rail—nest with 6 
eggs, 5 miles north of Bartlett, Tenn., May 25, the 
first in Shelby Co. (BBC, RDS). Virginia Rail—1 
on April 20 at Lakeview, Miss., where it is an un- 
common transient. Purple Gallinule—4 at Lonoke, 
Ark., fish hatchery, May 11 (BBC, RDS), an unusual 
record for the station. Florida Gallinule—1 killed by 
car near Tichnor, Ark., May 28 (P. J. Van Huizen, 
Lloyd McAdams), where the species has not been 
previously observed. 

Shorebirds —Ringed Plover—7 at Lonoke and 17 
at Hurlburt, Ark., May 11 (BBC, RDS), uncommon 
occurrences for Arkansas; 6 at Wheeler Refuge, 
May 20, the latest recorded spring occurrence there 
(DCH, C. W. Lee). Black-bellied Plover—single 
birds at Wheeler Refuge, May 15 (JHS, HHG), 
and 1 mi. west of Walls, Miss., May 18 
(BBC, RDS), the only spring records in either area. 
White-rumped Sandpiper—2 each at _ Pensacola 
(FMW ) and at Lonoke (BBC, RDS) on May es 
2 at Wheeler Refuge, May 16 (DCH, E. Byford). 
Marbled Godwit—1 at Pensacola, May 1, the only 
spring record for that area (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke). 
Black-necked Stilt—1 at Pensacola, April 3, the first 
record for all of \ estern Florida (FMW). 

Gulls and Terns.—Franklin’s Gull—1 at Cam- 
eron, and another near Creole, April 13 (HHJ), 
the first known spring occurrences in Louisiana. Com- 
mon Tern—15 on May 18 at Calion Lake, Ark., a 
new locality for the species (A. J. Hoiberg); 2 on 
May 24 at the tip of Mud Island, near Memphis, 
Tenn. (BBC); and 40 on May 25 at Wheeler 
Refuge (DCH). Least Tern—1i12 birds at White 
River Refuge, St. Charles, Ark., May 12 (PJV), the 
first spring record there; 15 nests at Pensacola, May 
18 (FMW), a very early date. Caspian Tern—single 
birds at Memphis, May 10 (Riverside Park, George 
Peyton) and May 11 (Tip of Mud Island, BBC 
and RDS). 

Goatsuckers.—Whip-poor-will—1 heard at Bir- 
mingham, April 1, 7 days early (F. Carney). Com- 
mon Nighthawk—nest with 2 eggs at Pensacola 
(FMW) on the early date of May 11, a full week 
before great migratory flocks of 200 to 2500 in- 
dividuals passed over the willows between Lake Beu- 
lah, Miss., and the Mississippi River (MGV _ and 
others ). 

Flycatchers.—Eastern Kingbird—good flights: 226 
at Memphis Penal Farm on May 17 and 200 on May 


20 (BBC, RDS); 108 on May 21 at White River 
Refuge, where it is ordinarily rare (PJV and C 
Crowther). Gray Kingbird—late at Pensacola (May 
4) and reduced in numbers (FMW). Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher—1 about 8 mi. north of Shreveport, April 
5, earliest ever for that area (HHJ); 1 at Pensacola, 
April 15 and 20, a continuation of the all but unique 
spring records of the preceding period (FMW). 
Crested Flycatcher—1 at Birmingham, March 25, 
four days early (TAI). Eastern Phoebe—present in 
late spring in several localities where previously rare 
or unknown as a breeder: 1 nest at Capleville, Tenn., 
May 31, and 3 nests on one bridge on Germantown 
(Tenn.) Road at Wolf River, May 25 (BBC); nest 
and 4 eggs at Buckhorn Spring, Ala., May 30 (TAI); 
pair seen regularly at Oak Grove, Ala., in late May 
(M. H. Perry); 1 bird at Pondville, Ala., May 30, 
the first record of the species in the coastal plain 
during the breeding season (MHP). Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher—Forbing, La., May 10, a new species for 
the Shreveport area. 

Larks, Swallows—Horned Lark—18 near Walls, 
Miss., May 4, a decided increase in that section, 
where the species was first detected 3 or 4 years ago. 
Barn Swallow—1 at Fort Morgan, Ala., March 29 
(TAI), even earlier than Weston’s record-breaking 
observation 50 miles to the east. Cliff Swallow— 
285 migrants counted along 1 mi. of Moon Lake, 
Miss., May 18, when birds of the same species were 
already feeding young at Savannah, Tenn. (BBC, 
RDS). 

Warblers —Black and White Warbler—1 at Oak 
Grove, Ala., March 12, 2 weeks earlier than earliest 
previous (TAI); Bachman’s Warbler—1 reported 
to have been seen and heard singing in City Park, 
New Orleans, May 14 (HBC). Black-throated Blue 
Warbler—4 females reported at Delta Refuge, May 
18, and 2 on May 20 (CFL). Black-throated Green 
Warbler—1 singing on territory at Oak Grove, Ala., 
March 17, 2 days in advance of the previous early 
arrival date (MHP). Black-poll Warbler—1 to 200 
at Legion Lake, Miss., April 17 to May 18 (MGV). 
Wilson's Warbler—1 at Birmingham, May 13, second 
spring record for that vicinity (TAI); Yellow- 
breasted Chat—1 at Fort Morgan, Fla., March 29 
(HMS), 4 days earlier than Chase’s record in Louisi- 
ana. 

Meadowlarks and Orioles —Eastern Meadowlark— 
1 at Delta Refuge, La., May 31, the first ever seen 
there (CFL). Western Meadowlark—several un- 
precedented records at Gilliam, La. (HHJ and G. D. 
Hamilton): 2 pairs on April 26, the first known 
spring occurrence in Louisiana; Q (7) fiushed on 
May 11 from nest with 5 eggs, which she forthwith 
deserted; 1 4, not the mate of the preceding bird, 
on May 11, the last date the species was seen. Balti- 
more Oriole—1 @Q at Birmingham, May 3, the second 
spring record there (MHP). Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
—unusually widespread this spring for a transient in 
the coastal hiatus, with several records in addition to 
those already mentioned: 1 at Pensacola (FMW ) 
and 2 at City Park, New Orleans (HBC), April 20; 
7 $, 2 2 at City Park, April 29 (HBC); more 
common than usual in Birmingham area throughout 
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spring (TAI). Pine Siskin—occasional individuals 
located in great flights of Am. Goldfinches that 
poured over the countryside at Rosedale, Miss., from 
April 20 to 27 (MGV). White-crowned Sparrow— 
1 at Avery Island, La., April 27 (RBL); last seen at 
Baton Rouge on same date (RJN).—GeorGE H. 
LowERY, JR., and ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of 
Zoology. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
northern part of the region had a very early spring. 
The hot days during the last week of April were com- 














parable to July. May was cooler, but both months 
were dry. In many cases the early migrants arrived 
later than usual. There were few large “waves.” 
Grebes, Herons.—Although they normally occur 
there, neither Horned nor Eared Grebes were re- 
corded on Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. 
(Harvey Nelson). Fewer were seen in the vicinity 
of Bismarck, N. Dak., where they arrived on May 2 
(Robert Randall). There was a decrease in Eared 
Grebes on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Leon 
Snyder). Pied-billed Grebes appeared to be scarcer 
on Bowdoin Refuge; on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. 
Dak. (Kenneth Krumm); and near Bismarck, N. 
Dak. (RR). There were 2 records of the Am. Egret. 
One was noted on Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. 
Dak., on May 2 and 4 (Homer Bradley) and one 
was seen on Waubay Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak., on 
May 9 (Lee Arnold). A Green Heron was seen on 
the south shore of Devils Lake in North Dakota on 
May 13 and 1 was seen 2 miles south of Adrian, 
N. Dak., on the James River, May 20 (RR). 
Geese.—The peak goose population in and around 
Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak., occurred on 
April 14-15 when 300,000 geese, largely Snows and 
Blues, were counted. Normally the Canada and 
White-fronted Geese arrive earlier than the bulk of 
Snows and Blues but this spring the entire migration 
was from 1 to 2 weeks behind schedule and when 
conditions moderated the birds seemed to 
move in all at once. All four species reached the 
highest number during the peak on April 14. During 
recent years the Blue Goose has become the dominant 
species during migration on Sand Lake. Composition 
of mixed Snow and Blue flocks showed that 65% of 


weather 


252 


such flocks were Blues (based on samples of 4000 
birds). On April 7 there were approximately 100,000 
geese, mostly Snows and Blues, in the Devils Lake 
area in North Dakota (HN). Snow Geese were not 
recorded on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., this 
spring (LS). 

Ducks.—There were a few scattered records of Cin- 
namon Teal in western North Dakota. A pair of 
Wood Ducks appeared on Waubay Refuge in South 
Dakota, April 18 (LA). One of the best flights of 
Lesser Scaup ever recorded was noted on LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak. An estimated 8000 ducks 
were present during the peak, April 2 to 20 (KK). 
A few Barrow’s Golden-eyes were found on Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont., in early April. The usual gen- 
erally distributed flight and temporary stop-over of 
Am. Mergansers did not take place on Waubay 
Refuge in South Dakota (LA). Approximately 750 
Red-breasted Mergansers were recorded on Des Lacs 
Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak., on April 20 (Howard 
Huenecke ). 

Hawks.—All hawks were reported as scarce in the 
Bismarck, N. Dak., region. One Osprey was seen on 


LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., on May 10 
(Krumm, Krause, Chapman) and 1 was observed 
near Bismarck on April 27 (Randall). Fort Peck 


Game Refuge, Fort Peck, Mont., reported a heavy 
migration of Sparrow Hawks the latter part of April 
(Clifford Wolf) but they scarce. 
None were seen near Sask. Stuart 
Houston). 

Cranes.—In most places Sandhill Cranes arrived 
a week late and the large flocks usually observed in 
the spring were not seen. None were recorded on 
Bowdoin and Fort Peck Refuges in Montana. 
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Shorehirds.—The shorebird migration was generally 
good. The biggest concentration on Beaverhill Lake, 
east of Edmonton, Alta., occurred on May 17 (Robert 
Lister). Mountain Plover were common on the west 
end of the Game Range, Fort Peck, Mont., in May 
(CW). Golden and Black-bellied Plover were re- 
corded in many areas and the latter were numerous 
on Bowdoin Refuge by May 25. In the past this bird 
has been rare on this refuge. There were the usual 
scattered records of the Ruddy Turnstone. Two were 
seen on the face of the dam at Fort Peck, Mont., on 
April 27, a new record (CW). Greater and Lesser 
Yellow-legs failed to appear on Arrowwood Refuge, 
Kensal, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson). Six Hudsonian 
Godwits were seen on Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, 
S. Dak., on April 19 (Dr. Dwain Warner, Harvey 
Nelson); 4 were observed on Devils Lake in North 
Dakota, May 13; 6 were seen in Eddy County, North 
Dakota, May 14 (Robert Randall). 

Doves through Thrushes—There appeared to be 
an increase in migrating Mourning Doves. There was 
a definite movement of Horned Larks near Kenmare, 
N. Dak., in mid-February and late March, and large 
numbers were observed between Fort Peck and Glas- 
gow, Mont., on March 28. A Mockingbird was seen 
on May 24 and 25 south of Mandan, N. Dak. (Mad- 
den). On June 2 a Mockingbird appeared at the Roy 
Walker farm, 6 miles south of Kenmare, N. Dak. It 
was still present on June 12 (Hueneckes, Walkers, 

















Carlsons, Gammells). There was a good migration of 
Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked Thrushes in Bismarck 
and Wilton, N. Dak. (Robert Randall, Mrs. Hannah 
Gray). Mountain Bluebirds were scarce. Golden- 
crowned Kinglets were unusually common in Fargo, 
N. Dak., from March 30 to April 14 (O. A. 
Stevens ) 

Warblers, Sparrows.—There were few warbler 
waves. LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., reported a 
wave of Myrtles on April 27 (KK). There was a 
good flight of warblers near Devils Lake, N. Dak., 
on May 13 and a good to fair migration in Bismarck 
(RR). A good migration was reported from Wilton, 
N. Dak., with waves on May 7, 14 and 16. One Mac- 
gillivray's Warbler was seen in Wilton on May z> 
(Hannah Gray). Dickcissels were first seen near Cen- 
terville, S. Dak., on May 23 (Lester Lauritzen). 
Baird's Sparrows appeared near Kenmare, N. Dak., 
on April 29 (Mrs. Olive Bodmer). Juncos were 
scarce in Fargo and Kenmare, N. Dak., and very few 
were seen near Sheho, Sask. (William Niven). On 
March 29 large flights of Slate-colored Juncos were 
recorded in the following places: Sand Lake Refuge, 
Columbia, S. Dak. (HN); Tower City, N. Dak. (Ed- 
gar Preston); Bismarck, N. Dak. (RR). Harris's 
Sparrows were the only sparrows reported in any 
numbers over a widespread area. In Fargo, N. Dak., 
where they were unusually abundant, they were band- 
ed in larger numbers than for many years (OAS). No 
Song Sparrows were banded in Wilton, N. Dak. 
(HG).—ROBERT AND ANN GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. 
Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
severe drought which prevailed over most of the cen- 
tral and western portions of the Region last year was 
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which were decidedly 
uncommon in several localities. The spring migration 
was characterized by the lack of conspicuous waves 
of birds and the poor showing of warblers in most 
localities 
Loons through Ducks —Two Eared Grebes at 
Denton, Tex., from April 6 to 11 constituted a new 
locality record (K. and R. Rylander). The Double- 
crested Cormorant and the Am. Bittern were seen for 
the first time in the spring at Denton (KR, RR). The 
waterfowl flight was unusually heavy at Johnson 


Reservoir near Colorado Springs (Mrs. H. J. Wag- 
ner); elsewhere, numbers and migration dates ap- 
peared to be normal. The only unusual distribution 
record was the presence of 1 to 4 Cinnamon Teal at 
Tulsa, Okla., between Feb. 10 and March 19 (Tulsa 
Audubon Society). This species was last seen there in 
1938. 

Hawks through Terns.—The hawk flight was un- 
eventful. The Broad-winged Hawk was seen for the 
first time near Norman, Okla., on April 7 and again 
on May 3 (Mrs. L. M. Whitaker). The first spring 
records of the Osprey at Fort Worth were made on 
April 1 and May 15 (Bowman). The Sandhill Crane 
flight at Alva, Okla., was spectacular. Forty-one dif- 
ferent flocks containing approximately 1700 birds 
were observed between Feb. 28 and April 7 (P 
Nighswonger). Several Piping Plovers were seen at 
the Salt Plains Refuge near Cherokee, Okla., on May 
25 (F. and V. Pierrat, S. Bucker). This species is 
seldom recorded in Oklahoma. The Ringed Plover 
was noted for the first time at Denton (KR, RR) 
The Black-bellied Plover was seen for the first time 
at Norman on May 25 (H. E. Cooksey and J. C 
Johnson). Semipalmated Sandpipers at Fort Worth on 
May 3 were a month later than previous records 
(McCart and Wilson). The Dowitcher was seen at 
Denton for the first time in the spring (KR, RR) 
The Hudsonian Godwit noted in the same locality 
on May 3 and May 11 was a new county record 
(KR, RR). A Marbled Godwit at Okemah, Okla., 
on May 18 was also a new locality record (D. R. 
Hutcherson). The same species was seen for the 
second time at Altus, Okla., on April 24 (R. ¢ 
Brummett ). Wilson’s Phalarope was seen at Denton 
from April 8 (KR) until May 18 (B, KR, RR and 
W). This was a new species for the locality. Bona- 
parte’s Gull was seen at Dallas on April 25 and 26 
(W. Christian and Mrs. E. Winford). This species 
is reported only occasionally on the Plains. A For- 
ster’s Tern seen at Denton, April 6 to 19, constitute J 
the second county record (K and RR). This species 
was also seen at Dallas on April 16 and 25 (WC, 
EW ) and at Tulsa on April 27 (TAS). 

Doves through Thrushes—The Mourning Dove 
was more common than usual at Commerce, Tex 
(Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). Numbers elsewhere appeared 
to be normal. A Black-billed Cuckoo seen at Fort 
Worth on May 24 was a new county record (W). 
In the same locality 2 Pileated Woodpeckers were 
seen on May 12, the first in ten years (W). The 
Yellow-bellied and Olive-sided Flycatchers were also 
recorded (W). Both species had been seen only once 
before in the spring. The Olive-sided Flycatcher was 
noted at Amarillo, Tex. (Mrs. D. A. Acord) and at 
Midland, Tex. (J. Galley). At Colorado Springs the 
Brown Creeper was conspicuously common (HJW). 
The Gray-cheeked Thrush was recorded on May 25 
at Devil’s Canyon in Canadian County, Okla., a new 
locality record (HEC, JCS and EDB). 

Starlings through Warblers —The Common Star- 
ling showed a marked increase both as a migrant 
and nesting species at Fort Collins (R. G. Beidle- 
man). The Solitary Vireo was seen for the first 
time at Norman (Ramey, Mayfield and LMW). The 
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warbler migration was disappointing through most of 
the region. Few waves of birds were reported, and 
the number of unusual distribution records also re- 
flects the limited migration. The Blackburnian and 
Chestnut-sided Warblers were seen in Mayes County, 
Okla., on May 10 and 11 (TAS). There are only a 
few records of these species in the state. The Yel- 
low-throated Warbler was observed in Okfuskee 
County on April 24 (DRH). This locality is west of 
the known breeding range in Oklahoma. The second 
record of the Black-poll Warbler at Fort Worth was 
made on May 9 (Bowman). The Palm Warbler was 
seen at Tulsa on May 4, the first record since 1938 
(Mrs. A. Reynolds). 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—A small flock of 
Bobolinks was seen in Tulsa County, May 11-17 
(TAS). This species is rarely reported in that locality. 
Small groups of Boat-tailed Grackles were found in 
two locations at Dallas where this species is seldom 
reported (Paisano Bird Club, EW). The Scarlet 
Tanager was observed at Norman on April 26 (Mr. 
and Mrs. HEC, LMW). This tanager is very rare 
in central Oklahoma. A Black-headed Grosbeak 
seen at Ponca City, Okla., on May 25 was a new 
locality record for the species (C. Marshall). Purple 
Finches, which were so common during the winter 
season, apparently moved out of the region in the 
spring since Tulsa was the only station that com- 
mented on an unusual abundance of this species.— 
F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. Col- 
lege, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—In the upper coastal 
area of this region, March was cool and dry, rainfall 
averaging half of normal. Temperatures in April were 
still below average, 
but rainfall was 
above normal. Al- 
though the weather 
for these two months 
averaged cooler than 
normal, minimum 
temperatures were 
thadadlend = for the season. 

May was normal in 

temperature and pre- 
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of vegetation was normally rapid and lush in 
spite of the dryness of March and sub-normal 
temperatures in March and April. The insect 


population seemed late in developing, however. In 
the Rio Grande Valley area, the winter drought con- 
tinued through the spring months to May 25, when 
rains finally arrived. From March 1 to May 25 only 
.71 in. of rain had fallen, so that very dry 
conditions were present when the migrants came 
in from points south. There was little evidence that 
this dry weather worked any hardship on the tran- 
sients. Wading birds and shorebirds were temporarily 
benefited, where lakes and ponds were receding and 
exposing large muddy surfaces upon which they 
could feed. The March to May period was windy 
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with an average speed of 14.5 miles per hour. There 
were no eventful climatic circumstances. In the 
northern part of the Region all observers commented 
on the fact that a steady succession of wet northers, 
particularly in April, halted the northward progress 
of many birds after their arrival on the Texas Coast. 
This resulted in both larger concentrations of birds 
and a greater variety of species than usual. The peak 
numbers going through were reached between April 18 
and May 11. The annual Spring Species Count in the 
Rio Grande Valley was made on April 20. The total 
number of different species observed by 21 people 
in 6 parties was 213. This bests all preceding 
Valley counts made in a single day. Especially fine 
counts of 156 on April 27, and 158 on May 4 were 
made by much smaller groups in the Houston area. Most 
observers considered this year’s spring migration the 
best in several seasons. The largest waves of birds 
were reported by Mrs. Jack Hager as occurring at 
Rockport within a day or two of April 17. About 
1000 Buff-breasted Sandpipers and over 2000 Indigo 
Buntings were counted. At Cove, 190 miles north- 
east of Rockport, A. K. McKay reports an excep- 
tionally heavy wave occurred on April 23. On that 
day, he estimated over 1000 Tennessee Warblers 
were observed. He recorded 121 species including 
quite a number observed for the first time this season. 
McKay also reported a very late wave at Cove on 
May 25. On this date, he observed 12 species of 
warblers and at least 10 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, 
6 days later than his previous latest record, as well 
as 2 Traill’s Flycatchers and 1 Least Flycatcher; 
these were later than usual in this area. Especially 
good movements of warblers were noted on April 27 
and May 7 in the Valley. Six observers, working to- 
gether, listed 25 species of warblers in a single small 
locality 3 miles southwest of San Benito on_ the 
morning of April 27. 

Loons to Herons.—Common remained at 
Galveston until April 12 (Noel Pettingell), and a 
single bird stayed at Cove until April 26 (A. K. 
McKay). There were no spring records for the 
Horned Grebe. Eared Grebes were last seen at Gal- 
veston on March 16 (NP). A late record for the 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge area was made on April 24 
when 7 Eared Grebes were observed (Luther C. 
Goldman). A peak for migrant White Pelicans was 
reached along the lower coast on April 1. A flock of 
600 Water-turkeys stopped at a lake near Rockport 
on March 18 (Mrs. Jack Hagar). Water-turkeys ar- 
rived in greatest numbers at the Santa Ana Refuge 
on March 20. None were seen in the Houston area 
until April 13, when 35 were seen at Seabrook 
(Stephen Williams) and 2 were found at Cove 
(AKM). Green Herons arrived in the Valley in 
February but a noticeable increase was made on 
March 16. Little Blue Herons appeared to be moving 
northward near Houston on April 27 (Frank G. 
Watson). Louisiana Herons increased on March 17 
on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge. The Am. Bittern re- 
mained at Cove until May 10 (AKM) and _ the 
Least Bittern arrived at Galveston on April 6 (SW). 

Geese and Ducks.—Snow Geese were moving north 
in large flocks on March 16 in the Houston area 
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(FGW ). The last geese were mixed flocks of Snow 
and Blue Geese and 2 White-fronted Geese that 
were observed at Anahuac on May 3 (AKM). The 
first Fulvous Tree-ducks arrived at Santa Ana Refuge 
on March 16, to keep temporary company with Black- 
bellied Tree-ducks, that had already returned, Feb. 
26. The spring flight of Fulvous Tree-ducks was 
rather poor at Cove (AKM). The first bird reported 
for the Houston area was seen at Galveston on April 
6 (SW). All wintering ducks were greatly reduced 
by March 1 on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge. Shovel- 
lers dropped to a few hundred birds by Feb. 2, but 
increased on Feb. 12, when additional birds moved 
in from the south. Blue-winged Teal and Cinnamon 
Teal began to return from Mexico by the second 
week in February to add a few more to the small 
number that remained from the winter period. Cin- 
namon Teal, usually limited to 2 or 3 pairs on the 
Santa Ana Refuge, numbered 32 in March. Green- 
winged Teal were gone by March 20. Considerably 
later records for ducks were obtained from the 
northern part of the Region. Green-winged Teal 
remained at Cove until April 26, three days later 
than ever before (AKM); however, 3 were seen 
at Galveston on April 27 (SW). Both McKay and 
Williams reported an exceptionally good flight of 
Blue-winged Teal, with peak numbers in the thou- 
sands, from April 6-13. A lone Cinnamon Teal was 
noted at Galveston on April 10 (NP) for the last 
record there, and 7 at Cove on April 13 (AKM). 
By March 6 on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge, Red- 
heads were down from 135,000 to 8000; on March 
11, a count of 5500 was made and by April 10, only 
175 were counted. Buffle-heads were noted for the 
last time on March 13. Williams reported a flock of 
20 Lesser Scaup migrating north along the coast at 
Corpus Christi on June 2. Flocks of from 12 to 150 
Lesser Scaup were observed migrating north about 
300 yards off the Gulf Shore on June 3 and 4, some 
75 miles south of the Rio Grande River mouth in 
Mexico (LCG). 

Hawks —The Swallow-tailed Kite, a great rarity 
in Texas, was seen twice this spring. The 
first observation was along Bray's Bayou in Hermann 
Park, Houston, on April 19, by Noel Pettingell, 
while the second was about ten miles east of Eagle, 
in Chambers County, on May 18 by Mr. and Mrs. 
B. H. Wilkin. In the Houston area, the hawk migra- 
tion seemed heavier than normal. The main Sharp- 
shinned Hawk migration was from April 13 to April 
26, in which period McKay saw from 12 to 24 birds 
daily. Broad-winged Hawks showed up on March 16 
and, during the next two weeks a most spectacular 
migration developed, with thousands of Broad-winged 
Hawks going over the western side of the Valley. 
Many birds used the trees on the Santa Ana Refuge 
for roosting during the period. At Edinburg, about 
6 p.m., on March 30, Sheldon C. Klock, Jr., observed 
a mass migration consisting of “hundreds and hun- 
dreds of Broad-winged Hawks, so numerous they 
looked like a migration of Monarch Butterflies.” On 
March 31, George A. Unland, Santa Ana Refuge 
patrolman, estimated 5000 Broad-winged Hawks mi- 
grating over the Refuge. In the late afternoon of 


April 3, 3500 were estimated passing over Santa Ana 
Refuge (LCG, GAU). The last of these hawks 
were observed in the Valley on April 30. The Broad- 
winged Hawk migration in the northern part of the 
Region was observed from April 1 to April 27. On 
April 1, Mrs. Minor A. Hurst reported about 500 in 
several spiraling flights working their way northward 
over the north part of Houston. Williams reported 
150 over Kemah on April 13; while McKay reported 
greatest numbers on April 26. The Swainson’s Hawk 
migration covered about the same period, but num- 
bers were much smaller. Only a few of this species 
were observed in the Valley. Peregrine Falcons were 
reported from April 12 to May 18; whereas Pigeon 
Hawks were reported from April 13 to May 18. 
Numbers were small and dates were scattered. The 
last observed Pigeon Hawk was seen to strike down 
and then retrieve a flying adult male Purple Martin 
at Houston, May 18 (FGW ). The last date for Spar- 
row Hawks in the Valley was April 12 (3 seen). 
Cranes, Rails and Gallinules —Mrs. Hagar reported 
that Sandhill Cranes were numerous in the grain 
fields in the Tivoli-Austwell area. The last Sandhill 
Cranes to depart from Laguna Refuge were 35 on 
March 14. Julian Howard, Refuge Manager at Aransas 
Refuge, Austwell, reported that the best count of 
Whooping Cranes was made March 19, when 23 
were observed. The Whooper migration took place 
mainly during the period, April 10-20; the last one 
left on April 27. Soras were passing through the 
Houston area from March 29 (SW, Galveston) to 
May 10 (AKM, Cove). They were particularly num- 
erous throughout the area on April 27. The Purple 
Gallinule was first recorded on April 20 at Galveston 
(NP) and, like the Sora, was particularly in evi- 
dence on April 27. The Florida Gallinule was first 
seen in the Houston area on April 6 at Cove (AKM), 
and at Galveston and Seabrook (SW). 
Shorebirds.—Wilson’s Plover arrived at Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on March 13, 3 days later than 
last year, but in normal numbers. Golden Plover 
went through the upper coastal area in considerable 
numbers. The first were found at Galveston on 
March 29 (SW), the peak count and the last seen 
were at Cove, 2500 on April 19, and 2 on May 
17 (AKM). The Black-bellied Plover migration 
through the Laguna Atascosa Refuge was especially 
good this year, with thousands being observed be- 
tween March 13 and May 15. The Long-billed Curlew 
and Hudsonian Curlew flights were considerably be- 
low par in the Houston area with maximum one-day 
counts of 5 and 20 respectively. Flocks numbering 
up to 700 Long-billed Curlews went through the 
Rockport area, however (CDB). Upland Sandpipers 
passed through the upper coastal region in good 
numbers. The first were heard and seen in flight 
over Houston on March 30 (FGW) and also seen 
near Tomball the same day (MAH). The last were 
seen at Galveston on April 27 (SW). The White- 
rumped Sandpiper, a late migrant, maintained a nor- 
mal schedule, passing through Cove from May 3 to 
May 24 (AKM). They were still present at Rock- 
port on June 4 (JH). The Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
had an exceptionally good season. They came earlier 
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than usual (April 5, Cove, AKM) and stayed later 
than ever before (May 24, Cove, AKM). Most ob- 
servers saw from several to 30 per day afield. The 
greatest concentration was reported from Rockport 
by Mrs. Hagar. She says, “On April 15, 16, 17 about 
1000 were on the two prairie areas where they feed. 
Milton Trautman and Guy Emerson counted them.” 
No Buff-breasted Sandpipers were reported as being 
seen in the Valley this spring (LCG). Hudsonian 
Godwits, which are never common in the upper 
coastal area also had a good season. According to 
Mr. McKay, one arrived at Cove on April 23; num- 
bers built up to about 75 by May 10, then dropped 
sharply. The last godwit was seen on May 24. A 
Northern Phalarope, seen on April 26 at Rockport 
by Mrs. Hagar, J. L. Edwards and C. D. Brown, 
was the second observance of this species in the Rock- 
port area. A lone Wilson's Phalarope was observed 
with a flock of Dowitchers on Feb. 12 on the Laguna 
Refuge; however, the first of a normal spring move- 
ment of Wilson's Phalaropes, through the Valley was 
observed on April 20 (LCG). 

Gulls and Terns.—An_ outstanding find, and 
probably a new record for Texas, was a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) seen at Port 
Aransas on March 28 by R. H. Herbert, J. L. Ed- 
wards and C. D. Brown. The bird was in adult 
plumage and was seen under ideal conditions in com- 
pany with Laughing, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. 
As usual, the Franklin's Gull migration was spec- 
tacular. Its dates of arrival equaled previous early 
dates, and its progress through the Region was rapid. 
Several thousand passed over the Valley on April 
24, with the last observed on May 2. Large flocks 
went over Rockport on April 10 (JH); 200 were 
seen at Austin on April i> €SW);.a flock of 50 
reached Deer Park on April 13 (SW); and the first 
flock went over Cove on April 14 (AKM). The first 
Least Tern arrived at Cove on April 6. The Black 
Tern migration was heavy. The first birds were seen 
at La Porte on April 22 (AKM). They arrived at 
Cove in great numbers on May 9 and were also 
present in great numbers at Rockport (CDB). Many 
flocks of from 25 to 200 Black Terns were 
observed, in company with Caspian Terns, Royal 
Terns and Cabot’'s Terns, on a 70-mile trip down the 
Gulf beach in Mexico, south of the Rio Grande 
mouth, June 3 and 4 (LCG). Black Terns were still 
present throughout the rice belt in the upper coastal 
area on June 11 (FGW). 

Doves to Woodpeckers—Mourning Doves began 
to return to the Valley in good numbers by Feb. 2, 
with a decided increase the first week in March. 
White-winged Doves were first noted on March 25, 
at Santa Ana Refuge, Alamo, and had been increas- 
ing very slowly until the first week in June, when 
more birds came into the Valley out of Mexico. 
Mexican Ground Doves, although considered non- 
migratory by some, move out of the Valley into 
Mexico in the fall and return in the spring. They in- 
creased in the middle of March in the Valley (LCG). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos arrived at Galveston on April 
13 (SW) and Black-billed Cuckoos at Cove on April 
23 (AKM). The Chuck-will’s-widow was first found 
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near Independence, Washington County, on March 
30 (NP). The Common Nighthawk first appeared in 
the Valley on April 9 (LCG) and at Houston on 
March 14 (SW). Large numbers were passing 
through Houston, March 22. The Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird arrived at Kemah on April 6 and on April 
13 approximately 100 were counted migrating singly 
along the coast at Galveston (SW). Yellow-shafted 
Flickers were present at Cove continuously until 
April 1, after which none were observed until May 
4. Since the flicker is very scarce in summer, status 
of this individual is not known. McKay saw the last 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Cove on April 27. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, W'rens—The Eastern King- 
bird migration was normal through the Houston 
area from April 4 to May 11 (AKM) with a few 
birds remaining after that to nest. The Western 
Kingbird migrated through the Rockport area, as 
well as west of there, and a single bird was seen 
near Friendswood, just south of Houston, on April 
23 (JMH and NP). A single Western Kingbird was 
observed on Laguna Refuge, April 28 (LCG). The 
first Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was reported by Dr. 
Elmer W. Smalzried at Edcouch on March 12 and 
at Deer Park on March 21 (FGW). An unusually 
early Crested Flycatcher was seen in Houston on 
March 13 (SW). No others appeared until April 13 
(AKM, Cove). In general, the Empidonax migration 
through the Houston area was weak; however, a late 
migratory wave was evident as indicated in the in- 
troductory remarks. Eastern Wood Pewees were also 
involved in the late wave. Five were seen at Cove 
on May 25 (AKM), one at Houston, on May 26 
(SW), and one at Houston on May 30 (FGW). 
Only one Olive-sided Flycatcher was reported from 
the upper coastal region, that being at Cove on May 
11 (AKM). The swallow migration was apparently 
normal. Tree Swallows remained at Cove until May 
10; Bank Swallows arrived on April 13 (AKM); 
Barn Swallows reached Galveston on March 29 
(SW); Cliff Swallows passed through Cove between 
April 23 and May 24. The first Purple Martins were 
observed on March 6 in the Valley. Following a 
slight shower on April 10, 37 tired martins were 
noticed drying themselves at San Benito (LCG and 
C. E. Hudson). Other observations were made until 
May 12. Martins reached the Cove area on April 2 
(AKM). House Wrens remained at Cove until April 
26, and Short-billed Marsh Wrens until May 18 
(AKM). The latter is seven days later than in any 
previous year. 

Thrashers and Thrushes—The Catbird arrived 
at Kemah on April 13 (SW), and was last seen at 
Cove on May 5 (AKM). Brown Thrashers, which 
winter in the northern part of the Region were last 
seen at Cove on May 4 (AKM). The thrush migra- 
tion was rather poor in numbers of individuals ob- 
served. The peak of mixed thrushes was noted on 
April 26 in the San Benito area. 

Pipits, Waxwings, Vireos—The Water Pipit re- 
mained at Cove in numbers until April 12; the last 2 
were seen on May 2 (AKM). Reports of Cedar Wax- 
wings were very few, as was noted in the previous re- 
port. All of the vireos normally found in the northern 
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part of the Region were reported in small numbers at 
scattered dates. The only one present in appreciable 
numbers there was the Red-eyed Vireo which was 
present in Houston from April 6 to May 25 (AKM). 
Peak numbers were reached, April 27 (SW). In the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, the Solitary Vireo was 
especially common this spring. A peak for this species 
was reached on April 26. 

Warblers. —The warbler migration was very 
good in that reasonable numbers of a variety of 
species were present throughout the season. Out- 
standing features in the more northern part of the 
Region were the comparative abundance of Bay- 
breasted Warblers at Rockport on May 3 and 4 
(JH) and at Hermann Park in Houston on May 3, 
when 6 were seen (SW); the finding of the Black- 
poll Warbler at Rockport (JH) and at High Island 
in Galveston County on April 21 (JMH and NP); 
a peak of over 1000 Tennessee Warblers present at 
Cove on April 23 (AKM); and the wave on May 25 
when A. K. McKay found twelve species of migrant 
warblers at Cove and established new late dates of 
passage for the Black-throated Green Warbler, the 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, the Bay-breasted Warbler, 
and the Canada Warbler. These birds were 12, 6, 5, 
and 6 days later respectively, than ever previously 
recorded by Mr. McKay in eighteen years of observa- 
tion in the Cove area. Black and White Warblers 
reached a peak of about 50 birds observed in the 
Cove area on April 23 (AKM). The arrival date for 
Black and White Warblers observed was April 6 at 
Kemah (SW). Swainson’s Warbler was reported 
only from Rockport (JH). The earliest migrant war- 
bler was the Hooded Warbler which appeared in 
Houston on March 28 (SW). It was last observed 
at Cove on May 2. The Canada Warbler, which ar- 
rived in the Houston area on April 5, was the earliest 
ever by sixteen days (SW). The first Am. Redstart of 
the upper Coastal Region was found near Freeport on 
April 13 (CJS). The last observed were at Cove on 
May 20 (AKM). 

Birders enjoyed good opportunities to observe war- 
blers this spring in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Here many small migrants are more or less confined 
to a narrow passageway of some 65-70 miles wide 
from the dry desert-like country on the west to the 
coast of Laguna Madre on the east. Among the less 
common warblers observed in the Valley was the 
Prothonotary Warbler which showed up on March 
28 (CEH, LCG), and was observed occasionally until 
April 16 at Santa Ana Refuge. A Palm Warbler was 
observed at Edinburg (SCK) Feb. 17, and 2 at 
Laguna Refuge, March 13 (LCG, EWS and Joseph 
Mueller of Short Hills, N. J.). Cerulean Warblers 
were more common than usual. The Audubon’s War- 
bler, not at all common, was observed several times 
at Santa Ana Refuge from the latter part of March 
to April 20. Especially abundant, as in the northern 
part of the Region, were Tennessee Warblers. A fine 
movement of Magnolia Warblers came through the 
San Benito area on the morning of May 11. At this 
time a total of 243 Magnolia Warblers were counted 
in 3 different localities during a 1 hour observation 
(LCG, CEH and Mrs. A. P. Longland). A _ late 


record for the Yellow Warbler was May 20 and a 
late record for the Northern Water-thrush was May 21. 

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers. —Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds went north in fair numbers through the 
Rockport area from March 25 to April 15 (JH); 
however, they were not reported from east of there. 
Orchard Orioles first reported in the Rio Grande 
Valley, March 31, were observed in Cove on April 
23. The only significant movement of Purple Grackles 
through the Houston area was a northbound group 
of 50 seen on March 16 (FGW). The Scarlet Tan- 
ager, ordinarily a rarity in the Valley, was not un- 
common the last two weeks of April this spring. The 
Scarlet Tanager and the Summer Tanager were both 
first seen in the upper coastal section on April 13. 
Both were found at Freeport while only the Summer 
Tanager was seen at Cove. The peak in Scarlet Tan- 
ager numbers was April 27, when they were much in 
evidence at Kemah and Galveston (SW). The last 
one was seen at Houston on May 10. 

Finches and Sparrows. — Observers throughout 
the region commented on the abundance of Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks. McKay reported that this 
species “had a good season” while the Williams’ 
comment was, “The most in fifteen years of observa- 
tion.”” Extreme dates in the Upper Coastal Region 
were April 19 (NP, Houston) and May 3 (AKM, 
Cove). One April 27 they were found by several ob- 
servers to be well-distributed throughout the wooded 
areas as well as fairly common and unusually tame 
along fence rows on Galveston Island out almost to 
the outer beach. Blue Grosbeaks were observed in 
good numbers on April 18 in the Valley. They were 
observed in the Houston area on April 13. Indigo and 
Painted Buntings were more abundant than at any 
time, at least in the last five years, in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley; and as noted by Mrs. Hagar’s report 
of 2000 at Rockport in the period April 17-21, they 
were indeed abundant in that part of the Region. 
Noel Pettingell commented on their abundance in 
Hermann Park in Houston on April 17 and April 19. 
The unusual occurrence of a Varied Bunting at Rock- 
port, April 19, was reported (JH). Painted Buntings 
arrived in Houston on April 20 (NP). Dickcissels 
arrived at Houston on April 6 (SW). The first 
Botteri’s Sparrows arrived late in the Valley, with the 
first being observed on April 24 (LCG). The last 
Clay-colored Sparrow was observed on May 2, and 
Lincoln Sparrows were last recorded on April 30. The 
last report of the Song Sparrow was one observed 
at Sheldon on April 27 (SW). FRANK G. WATSON, 
Box 2633, Houston 1, Texas and LUTHER C. GOLD- 
MAN, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, 
San Benito, Texas. 
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PALOUSE, NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—In northern Idaho and eastern Washing- 
ton, there were indications of an early spring during 
the first part of 
February, the 
weather being 
clear then, with 
maximum tem- 
peratures varying 
from 44° to 49°. 
The effect on the 
spring migration 
was easily no- 
= 4 ticeable, such 

species as the 
Killdeer, the Mountain Bluebird, and the Red-winged 
Blackbird appearing earlier than during any previous 
year. After the middle of February, however, the 
weather was characterized by cloudy days, with fre- 
quent snow fiurries and sleet, and much lower tem- 
peratures. For almost two weeks, the maximum tem- 
perature rarely went above 36°, with a minimum of 
16° on Feb. 22. This resulted in almost no move- 
ment as far as spring transients were concerned, and 
it was almost the middle of March before conditions 
became normal again and there was any evidence of 
spring migration. April and May were largely clear, 
with little precipitation, and temperatures those to be 
expected at this time of the year. On April 24, a 
maximum of 84° was recorded; but otherwise, maxi- 
mum temperatures remained in the upper sixties and 
lower seventies. During these two months, spring 
transients appeared at more or less their usual time, 
there being only a few instances of early or late 
arrivals. Possibly because of the effect of the clear 
weather, species breeding farther north were noted in 
rather small numbers. No Lincoln’s Sparrows were 
seen, and but a very few Black-capped Warblers. In 
western Montana, Hand reports ‘“‘nothing unusual 
about the spring migration period of 1952. March 
was a little colder than normal, with less than the 
usual precipitation, but very little sunshine. April 
was very warm and dry; May was more nearly nor- 
mal but with a trifle less than the usual amount of 
precipitation. Most migrants appeared about as usual 
with comparatively few instances of either early or 
late appearance.’ Unless otherwise specified, all Idaho 
and eastern Washington records were personally 
taken, while those from western Montana were sup- 
plied by R. L. Hand. 

Grebes through Waterfowl—The Eared Grebe, 
rarely observed in the Palouse country of northern 
Idaho, was noted at Moscow on May 2, 4 birds rest- 
ing quietly in the middle of a large pond. In western 
Montana, the Red-necked Grebe was noted in pairs 
at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, April 17 
and 20, and May 11 and 17; and the Western Grebe 
was common at Ninepipe, April 20 to May 17. At 
Moscow, the Whistling Swan was observed but once, 
a single bird on April 23, while farther north in the 
State, between Clark’s Fork and Hope, Idaho, two 
small flocks were seen, April 17 (Hand). The Snow 
Goose, rare at Moscow, was noted on a pond three 
miles north of the city (5 birds), April 23-27. At 
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Missoula, the first flock was seen on April 3. Arrival 
dates for ducks in western Montana were much as 
usual, and were as follows: Mallard, March 2; Pin- 
tail, March 16; Green-winged Teal, April 6; Blue- 
winged Teal, May 11; Cinnamon Teal, May 11; Gad- 
wall, April 20; Am. Widgeon, March 16; Shoveller, 
April 17; Wood Duck, April 13; Redhead, April 17; 
Canvas-back, April 17; Lesser Scaup, April 17; Buf- 
fle-head, March 18; Ruddy Duck, May 11; Hooded 
Merganser, March 24. In northern Idaho, the Blue- 
winged Teal was first seen, May 2; the Shoveller, 
April 3; the Wood Duck, April 20; the Redhead, 
April 21; the Buffle-head, April 8; the Ruddy Duck, 
May 12. The Ring-necked Duck, rare in Idaho, was 
noted at Myrtle, Nez Perce Co., on March 18, a pair 
being seen on the Clearwater River (Hand). 

Vultures through Coots.—In western Montana, the 
first Turkey Vulture appeared on April 6. A moder- 
ate movement of Sharp-shinned Hawks was noted 
there between April 14 and May 20, while in north- 
ern Idaho only an occasional bird was recorded dur- 
ing this interval. The last wintering Rough-legged 
Hawk was noted near Missoula, March 20, and the 
first Osprey (at Ninepipe Reservoir), May 11. The 
last wintering Pigeon Hawk was seen at Missoula on 
March 23, and at Moscow, March 7. A single Sora 
Rail, uncommon in northern Idaho, was noted, May 
2, at Moscow. The Am. Coot did not winter in 
usual numbers in western Montana, but on April 17 
was found to be abundant on Ninepipe Reservoir. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—The lack of suitable 
habitat in the spring resulted as heretofore in the ap- 
pearance of relatively few shorebirds in either western 
Montana or northern Idaho. Those noted were: Kill- 
deer, first spring transients at Moscow, Feb. 8, and at 
Missoula, March 9; Wilson's Snipe, first spring transi- 
ent flushed at Potlatch, March 26; Spotted Sand- 
piper, first observed at Lewiston, April 28 (early), 
and at Missoula, May 9; Solitary Sandpiper (always 
an uncommon transient), seen at Moscow on April 
25, and May 1 and 7; Greater Yellow-legs, small 
flocks seen at Moscow, April 20, 21, and 25, and 
May 7; Wilson’s Phalarope, first arrivals noted at 
Moscow, April 25 (early), and in western Montana 
(Ninepipe Reservoir), May 11. The Ring-billed Gull 
is rarely observed in northern Idaho in the spring, 
so of interest was a single bird that appeared on a 
large pond north of Moscow on May 12. A Bona- 
parte’s Gull, rare in Montana, was seen on the Nine- 
pipe Reservoir, May 11. At this same spot the For- 
ster’'s Tern was observed on May 11, and the Black 
Tern, May 17. At Moscow, the Black Tern was re- 
corded but once for the spring migration, 2 birds 
being seen on May 13. 

Doves, Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds. —The first 
Mourning Dove appeared in western Montana (Jef- 
ferson River) on May 1, and at Moscow (where it 
infrequently winters), April 27. The Long-eared Owl, 
noticeably scarcer in the past year or two, was ob- 
served for the first time this spring at Pullman, 
Wash., on March 23. A Short-eared Owl (uncom- 
mon at Missoula) was seen there on May 17. In 
northern Idaho, the first Vaux’s Swifts (2. birds) 
were seen at McCall, Adams Co., on May 5; at Mis- 
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soula this species appeared on May 10. At Moscow, 
hummingbirds were unusually scarce, only a few in- 
dividuals being noted and these well after the middle 
of May, although ordinarily late April and early May 
finds many of these minute birds feeding in the 
cherry trees that are in full bloom then. In western 
Montana, apparently the same conditions prevailed, 
the Rufous Hummingbird being noted for the first 
time at Missoula on May 28, and the Calliope Hum- 
mingbird on May 18. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers and Swallows.—The two 
species of woodpeckers that are not resident in this 
region were, on the other hand, a little early in their 
appearance, the Lewis's Woodpecker being first seen 
at Moscow on May 1, and at Missoula on May 10, 
and the Red-naped Sapsucker at Moscow on April 7, 
and at Missoula on April 6. The flycatchers appeared 
more or less at their usual time, and were noted as 
follows: Eastern Kingbird, Moscow, May 16, Mis- 
soula, May 28; Western Kingbird, Lewiston, April 
24, Missoula, May 11; Say’s Phoebe, Clarkston, 
Wash., March 8; Traill’s Flycatcher, Missoula, May 
30; Hammond's (or Wright's) Flycatcher, Moscow, 
May 8; Missoula, May 18; Western Wood Pewee, 
Potlatch, May 19, Missoula, May 28; Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Missoula, May 31. A comparison of these 
arrival dates would seem to indicate that the fly- 
catchers reach western Montana much later than they 
do northern Idaho, and this same tendency is shown 
by the swallows, as the following dates of arrival 
clearly show: Violet-green Swallow, Moscow, April 
4, Perma, Mont., April 17; Tree Swallow, Lewiston, 
April 1, Missoula, April 6; Bank Swallow, Lewiston, 
April 28; Rough-winged Swallow, Lewiston, April 
19, Missoula, May 28; Barn Swallow, Lewiston, April 
28, Ninepipe Reservoir, May 11; Cliff Swallow, 
Lewiston, April 19, Ravalli, Mont., May 17. 

Crous, Wrens, Thrushes.—The Am. Crow, strange- 
ly absent as a breeding bird in the Palouse country of 
northern Idaho, was noted but once as a spring transi- 
ent, 2 birds being seen, April 1, at Lewiston. In 
western Montana, this species appeared at Kalispell, 
Feb. 29, and at Missoula, March 16. That the Winter 
Wren is, to some extent at least, migratory in north- 
ern Idaho was indicated by a bird seen at Moscow, 
where it does not breed, on March 26. The House 
Wren appeared there on April 26, and at Missoula 
on May 28. The Varied Thrush again had the dis- 
tinction of being the first spring transient to appear 
at Moscow, a male being noted there on Feb. 6, and 
scattered small flocks shortly thereafter. At Missoula, 
it was first noted on March 8. The Hermit Thrush 
reached Moscow earlier than usual this year, and 
was more abundant than in previous years, being 
seen at frequent intervals from April 23 through 
May 17. At Missoula, this thrush was first observed 
on May 18. Arrival dates for the two breeding 
species of Hylocichla were: Olive-backed Thrush, 
Moscow, May 17 (early), Missoula, May 28; Veery, 
(Willow Thrush), Moscow, May 13, Missoula, May 
24. The Mountain Bluebird, apparently influenced by 
the mild weather, was seen at Pullman, Wash. (a 
male), on the exceptionally early date of Feb. 9. 
It was not, however, until March 6 that this species 


was again recorded, this time at Moscow; not until 
March 13 was it finally plentiful in the open Palouse 
country. In previous years, it has always been fairly 
plentiful by the first week in March. At Missoula, 
the first bird was not noted until March 23. 

Kinglets through Shrikes.—The Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet arrived at the usual time, at Moscow on 
April 4, and at Missoula, April 11, but was notice- 
ably scarcer than in past years. The Water Pipit, 
always a scarce spring transient in northern Idaho, 
was seen there in small numbers from April 24 
through April 28. The Bohemian Waxwing was later 
than usual in leaving this spring, being last seen at 
Moscow on March 18, and at Missoula on March 23. 
The same was true of the Gray Shrike, a single bird 
seen at Genesee, Idaho, on April 6 being the latest 
this species has ever been observed in the spring. 
The Loggerhead Shrike, rarely noted at any time in 
northern Idaho, was seen twice, at Moscow on May 
11, and at Potlatch on May 13. 

Vireos and Warblers—vVireos and Warblers ap- 
peared at their usual time, and were seen in normal 
numbers throughout their period of migration. Ar- 
rival dates are: Solitary Vireo, Moscow, May 8; Red- 
eyed Vireo, Missoula, May 19; Warbling Vireo, Mos- 
cow, May 11; Missoula, May 18; Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Moscow, April 27; Missoula, May 18; 
Nashville Warbler, Moscow, April 25; Missoula, 
May 4; Yellow Warbler, Potlatch, Idaho, May 4; 
Missoula, May 12; Audubon’s Warbler, Moscow, 
April 12; Missoula, April 27; Townsend's Warbler, 
Moscow, May 1; Northern Water-thrush, St. Maries, 
Idaho, May 24; Missoula, May 28; Macgillivray’s 
Warbler, Lewiston, Idaho, May 10; Missoula, May 
18; Common Yellow-throat, Moscow, May 18; Mis- 
soula, May 10; Yellow-breasted Chat, Lewiston, May 
10 (early) ; Black-capped Warbler (Pileolated), Mos- 
cow, May 20; Missoula, May 18; Am. Redstart, Mos- 
cow, May 19, Missoula, May 19. 

Blackbirds and Orioles —Al\though it nests farther 
north in the state, the Bobolink was again unrecorded 
in the open Palouse country of Idaho (ideal habitat) 
throughout the spring. At Missoula, it appeared on 
May 28. The same was true of the Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, which was first noted in western Montana 
(Whitehall) on May 1. This would suggest a migra- 
tion route from east of the Rocky Mountains that 
follows a line running approximately northwest from 
its point of origin, thereby excluding the larger part 
of Idaho where such breeding birds as these are 
concerned. No Red-winged Blackbirds were noted in 
northern Idaho (north of Lewiston) throughout the 
winter months, the first early transients (males) ap- 
pearing at Genesee on Feb. 13. In western Montana, 
where flocks consisting wholly of males were seen 
during the winter, the first females appeared at Mis- 
soula, April 6. The Bullock's Oriole arrived in 
northern Idaho a little early this year, 3 males being 
seen at Lewiston, May 10. At Missoula, it was first 
noted on May 18. The Brewer's Blackbird was first 
seen in northern Idaho (Genesee), April 1, and in 
western Montana (Dixon), April 17. The Brown- 
headed Cowbird was as usual late in putting in its 
appearance, being first observed at Moscow on May 
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11, and at Missoula on May 21. 

Finches and Sparrows.—There was little worthy of 
comment where the northward movement of the spar- 
rows and finches was concerned. Arrival dates, normal 
in most respects, were as follows: Black-headed Gros- 
beak, Potlatch, Idaho, May 19; Missoula, May 14 (a 
little early) ; Lazuli Bunting, Lewiston, May 10; Mis- 
soula, May 18; Cassin’s Finch, Moscow, April 8; 
Missoula, April 10; Spotted Towhee. Moscow, March 
21; Perma, Mont., April 17; Savannah Sparrow, Mos- 
cow, April 4; Vesper Sparrow, Headquarters, Idaho, 
April 10, Missoula, April 26; Lark Sparrow, Lewis- 
ton, April 28 (early); Missoula, May 14; Chipping 
Sparrow, Moscow, April 16; Missoula, April 26; Fox 
Sparrow, Moscow, March 31. The White-crowned 
{Gambel’s) Sparrow. largely a transient in this re- 
gion, was seen at Moscow from April 20 through 
May 16, and at Missoula from April 27 through 
May 7. At Missoula, the last Am. Tree Sparrow was 
noted on March 16. In northern Idaho, where this 
species is extremely scarce in the spring, single birds 
were seen on March 29 at Headquarters and at 
Weippe, in Clearwater County—TuHomas D. Bur- 
LEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Mos- 
cou’, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—As previously reported the past 
winter in the region was severe, long-lasting and ac- 
companied by record snowfall in many areas. Spring 
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was late in Utah resulting in a 7 to 10-day delay in 
spring migration. Sudden warm spells in late April 
and May resulted in severe floods. Otherwise weather 
was about normal. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported 
heavy snow and wintery weather in March followed 
by a warm dry April and a cool wet month of May 
at Casper, Wyo. Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Armagast 
reported an early mild spring in the vicinity of 
Alamosa, Colo. This resulted in a 1 to 2 week ad- 
vance of the normal spring migration. Although not 
within the period covered, Eugene Kridler reported 
an inch of snow at Lava Beds National Monument 
in Northern California on June 10. 

Our report for the previous period covered some 
of the early migrants but interesting observations 
dating back into this period and not included in the 
report are mentioned herein. This report in the main, 
however, covers the later migrants and early nesting 
data. The heavy floods in Utah in May considerably 
increased nesting loss (through flooding ) to some of 
the early waterfowl on affected areas. 

Grebes and Pelicans —Four species of grebes— 
Horned, Eared, Pied-billed and Western—were re- 
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ported from Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges 
in California and Oregon (P. E. Steel). The Eared 
Grebe reached a peak population of 15,000 on April 

An increase in migrating White Pelicans in cen- 
tral Wyoming was noted by O. K. Scott. A maximum 
population of 2500 White Pelicans was observed at 
Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges, April 10 
(PES). Nesting of White Pelicans in Utah appears 
normal and in the usual numbers. 

Cormorants, Herons and Ibises—A peak concen. 
tration of 1500 Double-crested Cormorants was re- 
corded in the Tule Lake area (PES). Don Watson 
at Mesa Verde National Park, Colo., reported a 
Snowy Egret (Brewster's) on May 3, and L. F. Allen 
recorded the same species at Zion National Park, 
Utah, April 22. Z. H. Foster noted 2 Great Blue 
Herons near Caldwell, Idaho, on June 1. White-faced 
Ibises were noted on April 6 at Farmington Bay, 
Utah (C. W. Lockerbie) and on April 7 at Bear 
River Refuge, Utah (V. T. Wilson). The rare Green 
Heron was reported on May 15 from Tule Lake, 
Calif. (PES). 

Suans and Geese.—Final departure dates for Whis- 
tling Swan were reported as follows: BRR, April 29 
(VTW); Tule Lake, May 31 (PES); and Nampa, 
Idaho, April 15 (F. S. Dart). Similarly, last observa- 
tion dates for Snow Geese (Lesser) were: .April 12, 
Deer Flat Refuge (FSD); April 29, BRR (VTW), 
and May 31, TLR (PES). The Cackling Canada 
Goose migration reached a peak of 10,000 at Tule 
Lake and dwindled to 2 by May 31. On this same 
area White-fronted Geese were largely gone by May 
31 also. 

The first broods of young Canada geese were ob- 
served, May 6, at Bear River Refuge. This is at least 
two weeks later than normal. On May 26, 256 broods 
were counted and the hatch reported as excellent 
from this area (VTW). This is down 81 broods, 
however, from last year’s count on May 24. The 
Snake River in Idaho showed an increased nesting 
population of Canada Geese but total production was 
probably off 20 to 25% due to nest destruction by 
spring floods (FSD). A rare Emperor Goose was re- 
corded on April 18 by P. E. Steel at Tule Lake. 

Ducks.—Waterfowl migrations were noted as 2 to 
3 weeks late in Idaho and down 10 to 26% on all 
species except Shovellers which were up about 20% 
(FSD). Tule Lake and Lower Klamath Refuges re- 
ceived good migrations with increases in most species 
particularly Shovellers and Green-winged Teal. Ring- 
necked Ducks, Canvas-backs, Am. Golden-eyes, and 
Buffle-heads had all departed by the end of May— 
the golden-eyes and Ring-necks leaving somewhat 
earlier than the others on April 30 and May 10 re- 
spectively (PES). An increase in Cinnamon Teal 
was noted by Scott in the vicinity of Casper, Wyo., 
and conversely a scarcity of Canvas-backs in the same 
area. Population peaks for some important species at 
BRR were reported on March 27 as follows: Pintail, 
48,500; Green-winged Teal, 12,200; Canvas-back, 
4400; and Lesser Scaup, 1150 (VTW). In the west- 
ern part of the Region. P. Steel lists concentration 
peaks of: 160,000 Pintails, March 16; 60,000 Green- 
winged Teal, April 6; 45,000 Shovellers, April 20; 
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25,000 Mallards, April 6; 20,000 Lesser Scaup, 
April 6; and 12,000 Cinnamon Teal, April 20. A 
White-winged Scoter was observed by Mrs. H. E. 
Shaw near Nampa, Idaho, May 6. 

Vultures and Hawks.—As previously reported, Bald 
Eagles wintered in Utah in considerable numbers. 
These wintering concentrations largely disappeared 
by April 1. Turkey Vultures were recorded at Ogden 
Bav, Utah (N. F. Nelson) May 15 and Mesa Verde, 
Colo. (D. Watson) March 2. A Pigeon Hawk was 
also listed from the latter source and area on May 3. 
Swainson’s Hawks were first witnessed at Tule Lake 
on April 13 (PES) and a group of 11 of this species, 
apparently in migration, was observed by H. Higgins 
near Soda Springs, Idaho, April 21. 

Cranes and Coots.—Reports from three different 
states listed Sandhill Cranes. P. Steel recorded 8 on 
Feb. 28 at Tule Lake, R. M. and Mrs. Armagast re- 
ported a flock of approximately 75 near Alamosa, 
Colo., the first week in April and 11 near Soda 
Springs, Idaho, April 21 (HH). A scarcity of Am. 
Coot was noted in the vicinity of Alamosa, Colo. 
(RMA). 

Shorebirds and Gulls—The Northern Phalarope 
migration passed through the Tule Lake area between 
May 4 and 16. Sanderlings, a rare species in this 
area, were observed on May 6 and 16 (PES). V. Wil- 
son, BRR, reported arrivals of: Black-billed Plover, 
May 2; Wilson's Snipe, April 21; Long-billed Cur- 
lew, March 30; Solitary Sandpiper, April 11; Willet, 
April 11; and Lesser Yellow-legs, April 7. He also 
observed a Snowy Plover on April 27. C. W. Locker- 
bie also noted this species on April 20, somewhat 
south of Bear River. 

California Gulls arrived on Feb. 28 at Ogden Bay, 
Utah, and the Franklin's Gulls, April 1 (NEN). 
Forster's and Black Terns were observed at Farming- 
ton Bay, Utah, May 4, and the Caspian Tern in Mil- 
lard Co., Utah, April 20 (CWL). Steel gives an 
arrival date of April 12 for the Bonaparte’s Gull in 
the Tule Lake area. 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were first reported on 
April 13 at Farmington Bay (CWL) and April 14 at 
Ogden Bay, Utah (NFN). Arrival dates for this 
species at Mesa Verde, Colo., and Nampa, Idaho 
(Mrs. HES) were April 16 and May 6 respectively. 

Ouls and Woodpeckers.—Burrowing Owls were 
reported from southern Utah, April 19 (CWL), and 
on April 27 at Nampa, Idaho (Mrs. HES). Winter- 
ing Red-shafted Flickers had departed from the Tule 
Lake area by April 17 (PES) and were first ob- 
served on April 4 in Idaho (Mrs. HES). 

Passerine Birds.—Arrival date reports for passerine 
birds were so numerous that only a few typical ex- 
amples will be included herein. Kridler reported a 
Sprague’s Pipit, April 30, at Lava Beds Nat'l Monu- 
ment, Calif. Bohemian Waxwings, which were so 
plentiful during the past winter, were reported as 
leaving Casper, Wyo., about April 5 (OKS). An 
Oven-bird on May 18 and an increase in Common 
Starlings were noted from the same area. Yellow- 
headed blackbirds arrived at Ogden Bay, Utah, April 
2 (NFN) 

Arrival dates for some of the sparrows were: Lark 


Sparrow, May 15; Chipping Sparrow, May 22; Brew- 
er’s Sparrow, April 26; Fox Sparrow, April 3—all 
at Tule Lake (PES); Vesper Sparrow, April 6; Lark 
Sparrow, April 6; Desert Sparrow, May 17, from 
southern Utah (CWL); and Vesper and Chipping 
Sparrows at Mesa Verde, Colo., April 14 (DW). 
An unusual report of a Sage Sparrow near Alamosa, 
Colo., was received from the Armagasts. This bird 
was about 75 miles east of the Continental Divide, 
considerably beyond its normal range.—Jessop B 
Low, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The weather was gen- 
erally normal, possibly somewhat cooler and _ less 
windy than usual. One exception to this normalcy 
was an unseason- 
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conditions were ex- 
ceptionally good, in many areas the best in 40 years. 
Plant growth was generally retarded by about 2 
weeks, and many of the larger desert shrubs failed 
to produce any bloom in south-central and western 
Arizona. The ground cover over most of the Arizona 
desert was remarkably heavy. 

Herons, Waterfowl—A Louisiana Heron was ob- 
served near Ft. Hancock, Texas, April 16, the second 
record for the El Paso area (Mary Belle Keefer, Jas- 
per Wooldridge). Two were discovered on the Bosque 
del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., June 3 
(Russell Clapper, Raymond Fleetwood, Ray Mesch- 
kat), a first record for the state. Eight Canada Geese 
were still present on the Bosque Refuge, April 11 
(RF), and a brood of 7 young Gadwall was found 
there, May 21 (Nathan Meeks). 

Hawks.—Four Black Vultures and 1 Audubon’'s 
Caracara were observed between Sells and Tucson, 
Ariz., April 28 (Robert Pyle, et al.). A caracara was 
also seen near Sells, April 1 (Hugh and Margaret 
Dearing), and near Arivaca, Ariz., April 8 and May 
11 (Bruce Cole). Sixteen Swainson’s Hawks were 
soaring over Boulder City, Nev., May 20 (Warren 
Pulich). A Zone-tailed Hawk was seen over Tucson, 
where it is rare, April 17 (J. T. Marshall, Jr.). A 
Mexican Goshawk was noted at Tumacacori Nat'l 
Monument, Ariz., May 1 (Betty and David Jackson). 
A Mexican Black Hawk was seen in Oak Creek 
Canyon, Ariz., April 6 (Mrs. Robert Pugh). A late 
Marsh Hawk was found in the vicinity of Newberry 
Peak, southeast of Searchlight, Nev., May 1 (Richard 
Burns, Russell Grater). A very late Pigeon Hawk 
flew past Topock, Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, April 29 (GM). 

Gambel’s Quail_—A bumper crop of Gambel’s Quail 
hatched in the Colorado valley and over most of 
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southwestern Arizona; broods of more than 15 young 
were commonly reported. At the same time, un- 
usually large concentrations of adults were to be 
found, especially in the Castle Dome Mountains, 
Ariz., on the Kofa Game Range, May 25 (Arthur 
Halloran). 

Shorebirds and Terns.—A huge flock of 124 Long- 
billed Curlews was feeding in an alfalfa field 11/ 
miles south of Mesa, Ariz., April 3 (GM). Three 
Spotted Sandpiper nests were located on the Bosque 
Refuge, May 19, 27 and 28 (RF). A flock of 180 
Marbled Godwits, probably the largest flock ever 
seen in Arizona, flew over Topock, April 29 (GM). 
Three hundred Wilson’s Phalaropes were present on 
the Bosque Refuge, May 9 (RF). A flock of 24 
Northern Phalaropes was seen on the Bill Williams 
Arm of Havasu Lake, May 16, and 1 was seen near 
Needles Landing on Havasu Lake, May 19; these 
were the first spring records from the Colorado valley 
(GM). Two Forster’s Terns seen near Ft. Hancock, 
Texas, April 16 (Lena McBee), and 2 at Havasu 
Lake, April 17 (GM), were unusually eariy. A Least 
Tern was found on the Bosque Refuge, N. Mex.. 
May 16 (RF), the first record for that area. 

Doves, Owls.—During the period, Mourning Doves 
were found commonly throughout the desert areas 
within 15 to 20 miles of the Colorado River, at least 
from Parker north to Boulder City (RG, GM, WP). 
A White-winged Dove at Warren, Ariz., April 10 
(Mary Matchette), 2 in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge, April 16 (GM), 
and 3 at Cienega Spgs., near Parker, April 18 (Glenn 
Bradt) were unusually early. Two Horned Owl nests 
less than 1/10 of a mile apart, and both containing 
young, were found at Beal Lake in the Topock 
Swamp, Havasu Lake Refuge, April 9 (GM). A 
Burrowing Owl was found dead in the road about 
25 miles southeast of Boulder Dam, Ariz., April 6 
(WP). Another victim of automobile traffic was a 
Long-eared Owl, along U. S. Hwy. 95 about 25 
miles south of Needles, Calif., May 7 (GM, Allan 
R. Phillips). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Kingfishers—A Whip-poor- 
will was calling in the oaks of the lower Santa Rita 
Mountains, Ariz., April 6 (JTM). The first Poor- 
will was heard on the Bosque Refuge, April 3 (RC). 
A Chimney Swift was found in a chimney at head- 
quarters on the Bosque Refuge, April 22 (RC, RF). 
The only Vaux’s Swift noted all spring in the Colo- 
rado valley was 1 at Topock, April 29 (GM); they 
were not definitely noted elsewhere in the region. A 
Belted Kingfisher in the Bill Williams Delta, May 
16, was very late (GM). 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Four Lewis's Wood- 
peckers that appeared at Grand Canyon Village, 
Grand Canyon Nat'l Park, Ariz., in February, re- 
mained into mid-May—an unusual occurrence for the 
South Rim (Harold Bryant). A Williamson's Sap- 
sucker was still present in Rucker Canyon, Chiricahua 
Mts., Ariz., April 15 (JTM). There was no definite 
record of Cassin’s Kingbird in the Tucson area until 
April 8, when 1 was seen in town (ARP). A Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher was found on the Bosque Refuge, 
April 18 to 22 (Thomas Davis, RC, RF, Bart Long), 
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one of the few records for the Rio Grande valley in 
New Mexico. A Black Phoebe was observed at 
Cameron, Ariz., April 15 (WP). Empidonax fly. 
catchers were almost absent from southern and west. 
ern Arizona during the period, as were also Olive. 
sided Flycatchers. 

Wrens through Phainopeplas—The Rock Wren 
nested freely in broken areas along the Colorado 
River at least in the Parker to Needles district (GM), 
One or more young Bendire’s Thrashers was already 
on the wing west of Santa Rosa, Papago Indian Res. 
ervation, Ariz., April 6 (ARP). Unusually late Am. 
Robins were 3 near Tucson, April 28 (Dorothy Sny.- 
der, Ellen Stephenson, ef al.); 2 at Topock, April 
29 (GM); and 1 at Boulder City, May 10 (WP). 
Cedar Waxwing numbers were below normal in 
southern and western Arizona, with no May flight 
evident, after the great February and March invasion 
(GM, ARP). Hardly any Phainopeplas were seen in 
the Indian Dam area on the Santa Cruz River above 
Tucson, April 25 to 29 (JIM, ARP, ef al.), but the 
species was abundant there, May 23 (ARP, Wendell 
Swank). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers —A Bell's Vireo was 
seen at Socorro, N. Mex., April 5 (RF), the farthest 
north it has been found in the state. A Gray Vireo 
was seen on Havasu Lake Refuge about 7 miles below 
Needles, April 29 (GM). Warbling Vireos were 
very scarce throughout southern and western Arizona 
Migratory warblers were very uncommon during 
April and early May, throughout southern and west- 
ern Arizona and in adjacent California and extreme 
southern Nevada. A Lucy's Warbler was observed 
near Shumway, Ariz., where it is rare; also, 1 was 
seen on Carrizo Creek in southern Navajo Co., Ariz., 
both on April 18 (R. W. Dickerman, ARP). A male 
Am. Redstart was seen on the Bosque Refuge, May 
8 (RF), and an immature male or female at Portal, 
Ariz., April 29 (Dorothy Snyder, ef al.). 

Blackbirds and Orioles—A male Bobolink was 
seen on the Bosque Refuge, May 29 (RF), the sec- 
ond record for the lower Rio Grande valley in New 
Mexico. Evidence that the Western Meadowlark 
nested on the desert in California within 30 miles of 
Havasu Lake was found in a singing male seen near 
the north end of the Turtle Mts., May 13 (GM, 
ARP), and a family group of 6 seen about 20 miles 
south of Needles, in the southwest foothills of the 
Chemehuevi Mts., May 29 (GM). A male Hooded 
Oriole found at Sunrise Acres, northeast of El Paso, 
May 26 (Mrs. A. Andresen, MBK) was the first 
record for the immediate El Paso area. An adult 
Orchard Oriole was seen near Hereford, Ariz., May 
6 (Dorothy Snyder, ef al.), the first Arizona record. 
A @ Boat-tailed Grackle was seen at Quitobaquito, 
Organ Pipe Cactus Nat'l Monument, Ariz., April 27 
(RP, ef al.). At least 20 Brown-headed Cowbirds were 
feeding at the mule corrals at Grand Canyon Village 
during the last half of May—the largest aggregation 
ever seen there (HB). A male Bronzed Cowbird was 
seen on the Colorado River Indian Reservation, Ariz., 
near Parker, April 14 (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
and Lazuli Buntings were very scarce throughout 
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southern and western Arizona. Three Evening Gros- 
beaks were seen at Boulder City, April 28 (RG), 
and another was observed there, May 5 (WP). Cas- 
sin’s Finches have been unusually abundant at Grand 
Canyon Village (HB). The first nest of the Law- 
rence’s Goldfinch outside of California was found 
at Cienega Springs, near Parker, about March 15; 
young left the nest on or about April 17 (GB). 
Green-tailed Towhees, reported as scarce in the Tuc- 
son area (ARP), were more common than usual in 
the Parker and Topock areas, being noted regularly 
in April (GM). The far-west Lark Bunting invasion 
lasted into late April and early May, as evidenced 
by the following: more chan 90 still present about 20 
miles south of Needles, April 26 (GM); big flock 
near Congress Junction, Ariz., April 27 (Harry & 
Ruth Crockett); from 50 to 75 seen along road lead- 
ing to Pierce’s Ferry, Ariz., on Lake Mead, April 29 
(RB, Leon Mitchell); 6 or more near Aguila, Ariz., 
May 1 (WP); and about 60 5 miles north of 
Searchlight, May 2 (WP). Three Grasshopper Spar- 
rows were noted at Ventana Ranch, Papago Indian 
Reservation, April 6 (ARP). Two or 3 Baird’s Spar- 
rows were found near Sonoita, Ariz., April 22 (DS, 
ES, ef al.). Young Rufous-winged Sparrows with tails 
about 2/3 grown were seen near Vail, Ariz., May 19 
(Eliot Porter), other young were seen near Tucson, 
May 20 (AP, EP), and full-grown young were 
found below the Rincon Mts., Ariz., May 24 (EP); 
but in the Indian Dam area near Tucson there was 
no evidence of nesting, May 23, as was also the 
case with other species there (ARP). Three Clay- 
colored Sparrows were singing near Sonoita, April 
22 (DS, ES, ef al.). The White-crowned Sparrow 
(not Gambel’s) was very scarce throughout southern 
and western Arizona. At least 2 McCown’'s Long- 
spurs were noted in a flock of about 11 longspurs 
near Sonoita, April 22; big flocks of Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspurs in the area had apparently left or 
broken up (DS, ES, et al.) —GALE MONSON, Hatasu 
Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The Sea- 
son was generally normal, except for a deficiency of 
precipitation. Although nights were cool, vegetation 
was advanced from two to 
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part of the region. It is 
gratifying to have informa- 
tion from that area again. 
Loons through Herons.— 
There was a general absence 
of migrating loons at Co- 














mox, Vancouver Is., B. C. 
On May 29. 20+ Arctic 
Loons were seen (Theed 
| Pearse). The last Arctic 





Loons were at Victoria, May 
16 (A. R. Davidson, J. O. Clay). Western Grebes 
were last seen at Blaine, May 3; the Horned, April 


28 (Lucile H. Kline). Large numbers of Western 
Grebes were at Comox, April 22. There were very 
few Great Blue Herons; they have not picked up 
since the winter of 1950. They were first seen at 
Blaine, April 5; 10 had arrived by May 27. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Five Whistling Swans 
were seen at Blaine, May 15. Black Brant were there 
(800+), April 14, and were last seen (51), May 
3. A number of migrating geese, reported at Comox 
the first week in April were probably canadensis 
(Heinrich, fide Pearce). A pair of White-fronted 
Geese was seen there, May 18; a Snow and a Canada 
Goose (Cackling) remained with domestic geese. 
Three European Widgeon, which wintered at Seattle, 
left by April 20 (Violet E. Cannon). Two Am. 
Widgeon at Blaine, April 6, were the first seen by 
Mrs. Kline since 1947. Pintails were last seen there, 
April 17; Lesser Scaup, April 28; Greater Scaup 
(33), May 1; Am. Golden-eyes, May 27. Buffle- 
heads, Harlequin Ducks, and Red-breasted Mergan- 
sers were last seen at Deception Pass, Whidby Is., 
April 22 (LHK). A Cinnamon Teal, uncommon at 
Comox, and Blue-winged Teal, were reported, May 
5 (Fryer, Pearse). A pair of Greater Scaup, May 31, 
were unusually late. A flock of Red-breasted Mergan- 
sers of both sexes was noted at Comox, May 20, and 
a flock of 15 Hooded Mergansers, May 31. 

Vultures and Hawks.—No Turkey Vultures were 
noticed in migration at Comox; 1 was seen, May 24. 
Other species of hawks were rare. There was a migra- 
tion of Cooper's Hawks early in May. Sparrow Hawks 
were more numerous in April, but sank to their 
usually low numbers by the end of May (Fryer, 
Pearse). Turkey Vultures were noted at Victoria, 
May 16; Sharp-shinned and Sparrow Hawks, April 
22; a Bald Eagle, April 28; and a Red-tailed Hawk, 


May 1 (ARD, JOC). A Bald Eagle was around 
Blaine, April 2; and 2 Sparrow Hawks, April 8. 
Cranes through Gulls.—Cranes (presumably the 


Sandhill) were reported going over Comox in some 
numbers the end of March, and again (a few) the 
second week in April (Heinrich, fide Pearse). At 
Blaine, Wilson's Snipe were last seen, April 28; Hud- 
sonian Curlews from April 18 to May 15; Greater 
Yellow-legs from April 7 to May 1; Least Sand- 
pipers from April 29 (77) to May 6, with the peak 
(S00+), May 1 (LHK). Long-billed Dowitchers, 
Least, Red-backed and Western Sandpipers were last 
seen at Victoria, April 29. Short-billed Gulls were 
last seen at Blaine, April 20, and Bonaparte’s, April 
22. A large mixed flock of gulls, probably all Glau- 
cous-wings and California, both adults and juveniles, 
was at Comox in May. Most had left, with the feod, 
by the end of the month. There were very few Bona- 
parte’s Gulls on migration (TP). 

Doves through Wood peckers—A Mourning Dove 
was noted at Seattle, May 14 (VEC). Band-tailed 
Pigeons were first noted at Blaine, May 8; 29 were 
seen, May 24. They were at Victoria, April 20. There 
were very few at Comox. The first Rufous Humming- 
bird was reported at Seattle, March 16 (VEC). They 
were at Blaine, April 3; and at Victoria, April 5 
Never very plentiful at Comox, they were fewer in 
number than Pearse had ever known, and no swifts 
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had been seen so far. Black Swifts arrived at Belle- 
vue, east side of Lake Washington, May 20; the 
Vaux's, May 25 (Walter Hagenstein). Lewis's Wood- 
peckers were at Bellevue, May 10; at Victoria, May 
4. One Red-naped Sapsucker (rare) was migrating at 
Issaquah, King Co., Wash., May 25. 

Flycatchers and Swallouws.—Traill’s Flycatcher was 
first reported at Seattle, May 4; the Western and 
Olive-sided, May 12, with the Western Wood Pewee 
on May 20 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Western and 
Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived at Bellevue, May 10, 
and the Traill’s,; May 13. Traill’s and Olive-sided 
Flycatchers arrived at Blaine, May 25. The Western 
was first noted at Victoria, April 21, while the Olive- 
sided was a month later, May 22. Flycatchers con- 
tinued to decrease at Comox. Violet-green Swallows 
were reported in the Seattle area, April 1; Tree 
Swallows, April 18 (RMB). At Bellevue, Barn and 
Cliff Swallows arrived, April 19, with the Rough- 
winged, May 20, and Purple Martins, April 15 
(WH). The first Violet-green Swallows were at 
Blaine, March 15; Cliff Swallows, April 4; and 
Barn Swallows, April 21. At Victoria, the first Vio- 
let-green Swallow was noted, March 21; Barn Swal- 
lows, April 25; and Rough-winged, May 4. Swal- 
lows, especially the Barn, were below normal at 
Comox. 

Chickadees through W'rens.—Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches showed 
some increase at Comox, although Bewick’s Wrens 
were missing from many usual places. House Wrens 
came to Victoria, April 22, and to Blaine, May 16. 
The last Winter Wrens at Blaine were 5 singing 
males on April 20. 

Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes were last seen at 
Blaine, May 17. Hermit Thrushes were around Seat- 
tle from April to May 1; the Olive-backed re- 
turned, May 11 (RMB). The latter was first noted 
at Bellevue, May 22; at Blaine, May 10; at Victoria, 
April 18. They were even fewer than last year at 
Comox. Two Mountain Bluebirds were seen at 
Blaine, April 1. 

Kinglets through Warblers —Ruby-crowned King- 
lets were last seen at Seattle, May 14; 48 were mi- 
grating at Blaine, April 4, and were last seen, April 
17. A large flock was at Deception Pass State Park, 
April 22 (LHK). The migration at Comox was very 
light, and Water Pipits hardly showed up at all 
(TP). The latter came to Victoria, April 13. A re- 
port of 2000+ Common Starlings north of Salem, 
Oreg., last winter has just been received (Tom Mc- 
Allister). The Warbling Vireo showed up at Seattle, 
May 9 (RMB). The Solitary Vireo was first seen at 
Bellevue, May 10, and the Warbling on May 11. 
Both came to Victoria, April 13. The Solitary Vireo 
has decreased the last 2 to 3 years at Comox. Once 
a common bird, it is seldom heard now. The first 
Orange-crowned Warbler was noted at Seattle, April 
6; at Bellevue, April 19; at Blaine, April 5; and at 
Victoria, April 2. Yellow Warblers came to Bellevue, 
May 10; to Blaine, May 6, where 7 singing males 
were seen, May 10; and to Victoria, April 29. The 
Myrtle Warbler was first seen at Victoria, April 11. 
The peak of the warbler migration at Seattle oc- 
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curred from May 12 to 18 (RMB). Audubon’s War. 
bler was first seen, May 11, the Black-throated Gray. 
May 12. Townsend's were in the area from May 9 
to May 12. Audubon’s Warbler was first seen at 
Blaine, April 3. Black-capped Warblers, first seen at 
Seattle, May 2, seemed to be more plentiful than last 
year; Macgillivray’s were first noted, May 3. Town. 
send’s Warblers arrived at Victoria, April 18, the 
Black-capped, May 2; and Macgillivray’s, May 25. 
The Common Yellowthroat was at Bellevue, April 
19, and the Black-throated Gray, May 10. At Comox, 
Orange-crowned and Audubon’s Warbler’s were about 
normal; the Yellow and Black-capped were above 
average; Macgillivray’s were few; and the Common 
Yellowthroat was absent from most regular haunts. 
Blackbirds, Tanagers-—There were 100+ Red- 
winged Blackbirds at Blaine, March 21. Western 
Meadowlarks were down in numbers at Comox. West. 
ern Tanagers, first seen at Seattle, May 13, seemed 
to be more plentiful than last year (RMB). They 
came to Bellevue, May 10, and to Blaine, May 26. 
Although reported migrating in goodly numbers at 
Comox, they were few at the end of the period. 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were first heard 
at Bellevue, May 10, and at Victoria, May 16. A 
pair of Lazuli Buntings was seen at Woodland, 
Clark Co., Wash., June 1 (RMB), and this species 
was noted at Bellevue, April 30 (rare). Purple 
Finches (1002+) were seen at Blaine, March 29. 
The first Am. Goldfinches were seen there, April 4, 
with 67 on April 29. They were at Victoria on April 
22; they showed up well in migration at Comox, 
and were normal. The House Finch, a comparative 
newcomer to western Oregon, is now well estab- 
lished all along the coast line, birds being noted from 
the California border to Lincoln Co., May 3 (TMcA). 
Also rare west of the Cascade Mts. in Washington, 
they were in the Puyallup Valley, May 11 (VEC). 
Sparrows.—The sparrow migration was well under 
way in the Seattle area by April 27; Savannah Spar- 
rows were first seen, April 7. Baird's (a first for 
Seattle) was reported, May 3, by members of the 
Seattle Audubon Society (fide VEC). Savannah Spar- 
rows arrived at Bellevue, April 19. At Blaine they 
were seen, March 11, with the Aleutian going 
through from May 6 (41) to May 16. At Victoria 
Savannahs (ssp.) were noted, April 10, brooks on 
April 23. The sparrow migration at Comox was 
patchy, and in no great numbers. Chipping Sparrows 
were slightly more plentiful (TP). Chipping Spar- 
rows were at Bellevue, April 24; at Blaine, April 12: 
and at Victoria, April 5. Two White-crowned Spar- 
rows of the eastern form were at a food station at 
Seattle for the first two weeks in May, with a flock 
of Gambel’s and Golden-crowns. All were singing, 
and identification was based on that (VEC). Sum- 
mering White-crowns were first noted at Seattle, 
April 3; and at Bellevue, April 30, where Golden- 
crowns were seen, April 19. White-crowned Sparrows 
arrived at Blaine, April 4; and at Victoria, April 1. 
Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrows were seen at 
Blaine from April 20 to 24; the Golden-crowned 
from April 25 to May 6. Golden-crowns were at Vic- 
toria, May 16. Their migration at Comox was good; 
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the banded birds that wintered left before the main 
flight arrived. Lincoln’s Sparrows were passing 
through Seattle from April 22 to May 4.—MARTHA 
R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, Universit) 
of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 





MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—We regret 
to announce the resignation of Dr. Jean M. Linsdale 
as editor for this Region. Some spring notes will 
be included in the October issue. Communications 
should be addressed to the new regional editor, Mr. 
Russell H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Avenue, Berkeley, 
Calit 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Fol- 
lowing the fifth wettest winter on record, spring 
weather was normal. The growing period in general 
commenced _ ear- 
lier, was retard- 
ed during a cold 
wet March, but 
was prolonged 
into the dry 
weeks of May 
and June. Her- 
baceous plants 
can be described 
aslusheven 
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sure ample mois- 
ture through the summer. This season has been out- 
standing for blooming wild flowers in the deserts 
and foothills, and this was reflected in the vast num- 
bers of insects present everywhere. The spring mi- 
gration was normal, but the great abundance of in- 
sects should insure a very successful nesting. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Geese.—Western Grebes departed 
from coastal waters in April and many hundreds set- 
tled at the newly-filled Buena Vista Lake in Kern 
County. At this date, many of them have begun 
nesting activities. The bulk of the northward flight 
of White Pelicans passed over during March, with 
a flock of 700 recorded by Howard Cogswell over 
the San Gabriel Mountains, March 30, being the 
largest recorded. Smaller flocks (100-200) were vari- 
ously recorded in early April. Two Snow Geese were 
at Hansen Dam, March 30 (Caroline Daugherty ). 

Shorebirds and Gulls—Am. Avocets and Black- 
necked Stilts were present in good numbers in the 
settling ponds and flooded fields near Buena Vista 
Lake through the spring, and nested in May and 
early June. A Solitary Sandpiper was seen on San 
Dimas Reservoir, Los Angeles Co., March 30 (Robert 
L. Taylor, Arnold Small). A freshly-dead Northern 
Phalarope was found in the snow at 8000 feet near 
the summit of Greenhorn Mountain, Kern Co., May 
4, and a flock of 51, of what were probably the same 
birds, passed overhead (AS). 


Laughing Gulls are considered to be accidental 
west of the Salton Sea, where a handful have been 
nesting regularly in recent years. A flock of 44 was 
seen and heard flying northeast over Beverly Hills on 
April 12 (Mimi Levy, AS). Gale Monson reported 
5 Black Terns near Mojave, San Bernardino Co., 
May 8. 

Birds of Prey.—Turkey Vultures moved northward 
throughout March, but flocks appeared to be smaller, 
more numerous, and more widely dispersed than last 
year. A Forest Service ranger reported a flight of 
41 California Condors passing southward over 
Camp Condor, on Mt. Abel, Kern Co., in mid- 
March. These may well have constituted the majority 
of remaining Condors. Cogswell reports small num- 
bers of Sharp-shinned Hawks still present in chapar- 
ral areas of the San Gabriel Mountains at the end of 
March, and also reports that Cooper's Hawks were 
more numerous this season. The only large flight of 
Swainson’s Hawks occurred over the west slopes of 
the Tehachipis on April 3, when more than 700 birds 
were counted (AS). An Osprey was clearly seen 
feeding on the carcass of a California Quail while 
perched on a telephone pole in Griffith Park, Los 
Angeles, April 10 (AS). 

Gallinaceous Birds, Swifts, Woodpeckers.—A pair 
of Gambel’s Quail was observed in the dry brush 
bordering Buena Vista Lake at the south end of the 
San Joaquin Valley in late April. These birds have 
been recorded previously as native to the desert areas 
south and east of the bordering mountains, but not 
in the Valley itself. The possibility of artificial in- 
troduction exists. Chukar Partridges, introduced into, 
this region during the last twenty years, may still be 
seen in small flocks at the western side of the San 
Joaquin Valley near the more isolated quail guzzlers. 
A pair of Black Swifts was seen north of Ojai, Ven- 
tura Co., on May 25 (AS). In a season of few win- 
tering Lewis's Woodpeckers, an interesting occurrence 
is that of an individual seen on April 5 south of 
Warner Hot Springs, San Diego Co., in a dry, rocky 
habitat (Editors). 

Perching Birds (general).—The spring migration, 
which commences in late January and continues 
through May, is not here noted for “waves” of mi- 
grants. Rather, the birds move through in small 
widely-scattered flocks which are not concentrated 
into “waves” by weather phenomena. The bulk of 
the summer residents arrived by the last week in 
April, and most of the migrating warblers had passed 
through the region by mid-May. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Gnatcatchers—A_ singing 
Gray Flycatcher was carefully observed in the Cali- 
fornia Juniper-Joshua Tree foothills on the north 
slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains on April 19 
(Eds.). A pair of Black-tailed (Plumbeous) Gnat- 
catchers was noted at the same place and date. A 
small colony of 4 pairs of Purple Martins frequented 
a dead conifer standing alone along Angeles Crest 
Highway, San Gabriel Mountains, May 11; and sev- 
eral pairs had taken residence by the end of May near 
the entrance to Frazier Mountain Park in Los Padres 
National Forest. 

Thrushes, Blackbirds —The large flocks of winter- 
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ing Am. Robins had left by the end of March except 
for scattered pairs which remained even in the Los 
Angeles City area, probably to nest. The last rem- 
nants of a good winter flight of Townsend’s Solli- 
taires to the lowlands had departed by March 25; 
however, 3 stragglers were seen on the rocky slopes 
of Palm Canyon in the Borrego Desert, San Diego 
Co., April 6 (Eds.). A flock of about 70 Tri-colored 
Blackbirds was reported by Cogswell, March 28, in 
the north end of Prado Basin, Riverside Co. a 
formerly good nesting area. Thousands have settled 


around the borders of Buena Vista Lake. 

Tanagers, Goldfinches.—The third occurrence since 
January of a Summer Tanager in this region was 
recorded at a feeding tray in Los Angeles, April 7 
and 12 (Myfannwy Lewis). Lawrence’s Goldfinches 
were reported sporadically from many localities, in- 
cluding at least 25 pairs which had commenced nest. 
ing activities in Kern County Park, near Bakersfield, 
—ARNOLD SMALL, Dept. of Life Science, Taft Junior 
College, Taft, Calif.. and RoBerT L. Pyle, 1143. 
21st St., Santa Monica, Calif. 








Nocturnal Bird 


Migration Study 


Don’t forget telescopic observations on the moon: Oct. 1-5, Oct. 30- 


Nov. 3, Nov. 29-Dec. 3, Dec. 28-Jan. 1. Special “target” nights for most wide- 


spread coverage are Oct. 2 and 31, Nov. 30 (or, in case of cloudy weather, 


the next clear night). See page 179 of April 1952 issue, Avduhon Field Notes, 


Audubon Magazine, July-August 1952, 


BD. 282. 





Cooperative Hawk Migration Study 


Last September more than 90,000 Broad-winged Hawks and thousands of individuals 


of other species were recorded in southward migration. To learn more about their routes, 


rate of movement, and effects of weather conditions on migration, cooperative observa- 


tions are being arranged for the weekends of Sept. 13-14, 20-21, and 27-28. For details 


and observation blanks write to C. S. Robbins, Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, Md. 


Final arrangements will be cleared through state coordinators to assure coverage of the 


best locations and to eliminate duplication of effort. 
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In the June issue Dr. Jessop B. Low, Leader 
of the Utah Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit at Utah State Agricultural College, as- 
sumed editorship of the Great Basin, Central 
Rocky Mountain Region to fill the vacancy 
left by the resignation of Vanez T. Wilson 
and Ross H. Norr of the Bear River Migratory 
Bird Refuge. 

Another vacancy has just arisen due to the 
withdrawal of Dr. Jean M. Linsdale, compiler 
for the Middle Pacific Coast Region and its pre- 
decessor the San Francisco Region during the 
past fifteen years. We are pleased to announce 
that Mr. Russell H. Pray of 662 Santa Rosa 
Avenue, Berkeley, California, has consented to 
editing reports from this Region starting with 
the next issue. 

Since the beginning of this year Mr. B. 
Rhett Chamberlain has been the senior editor 
for the Southern Atlantic Coast Region, replac- 
ing Dr. J. Fred Denton who had served for 
the past three years. Rhett Chamberlain has 


assisted in the preparation of reports from this 





Region since 1947, and we now welcome him 


as the regional editor. 

Our sincere thanks are extended to Dr. Lins- 
dale, to Dr. Denton, and to Mr. Wilson and 
Mr. Norr for the many fine reports which they 
have prepared. Dr. Linsdale has kindly con- 
sented to remain on the Editorial Board. 

In the past few issues the names of Robert J. 
Newman (Central Southern Region), Henry 
Porter Bennett (Florida), and Frank G. Wat- 
son (South Texas) have been added as co- 
editors of their respective Regions. We grate- 
fully acknowledge the important part which 
these gentlemen are playing in the preparation 
of the Season Reports. 

And finally, we wish to call attention to the 
new associate editor in charge of winter popu- 
lations. Mr. C. Haven Kolb, Jr., 5915 Meadow 
Road, Baltimore, Maryland, who has been en- 
gaged in bird population investigations for a 
number of years, edited the Winter Bird Popu- 
lation Studies in the June 1952 issue and has 
graciously agreed to act as editor of this section 


in the future. 
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DEADLINE FOR BREEDING BIRD 
CENSUS REPORTS: September 15 
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CALL FOR JUNE 1952 COPIES! 





















We are happy to announce a marked 
increase in our number of subscribers. 
You'll be interested to know that since the 
fall of 1947 we have gone from about 
1300 to more than 2600. 

In fact, the new subscriptions came in 
so fast during the early summer months 
that we ran completely out of June copies. 

Do you happen to have a copy of the 
June issue which you've read and are not 
planning to keep? If so, we would be very 
grateful if you would send it to us. Some 
of our subscribers haven’t received one, 
and we are having additional calls for this 


issue. 


PLEASE HELP US, IF YOU CAN. 









































